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I. Significance
The Little Kinnakeet Life-Saving/Coast Guard Station is on Hatteras

Island within Cape Hatteras National Seashore. The station functioned
between 1874 and 1954, a period of eighty years, first as a component
unit of the United States Life-Saving Service (1874-1915), then as a
facility of the United States Coast Guard (1915-1954). Today, as part of
the National Seashore, the surviving structures of the Little Kinnakeet
complex exist on a 17.5-acre tract administered by the National Park
Service. The buildings number three and comprise the original station
erected in 1874, the station raised in 1904, and a kitchen/mess structure
originally built in 1892 but modified substantially in subsequent years.
The complex represents one of the few largely intact vestiges of this
historically important government service along the North Carolina Outer
Banks. The site has been deemed of sufficient value and integrity to
warrant its preservation and interpretation to the public. The complex is
further significant as representing the architecture of life-saving stations
of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Notably, the 1874
structure is one of only a few of that pattern extant, while the 1904
structure is one of four surviving of the bungalow style.

Under criteria of the regionwide cultural resources profile developed
by the Southeast Regional Office, the applicable categories of significance
pertaining to the Little Kinnakeet Life-Saving Station, based on primary
themes established in History and Prehistory in the National Park System
and the National Historic Landmarks Program (1982), are as follows:

Theme Number and Category of Significance Level of Significance
4. Major American Wars

4. The Home Front Local
7. America at Work

B. Commerce and Industry Regional

D. Transportation and Communication Regional

E. Architecture

6. Other Specialized National

9. Society and Social Conscience
B. Social and Humanitarian Movements
2. Humanitarian Movements National



II. Background: The Life-Saving Service and Coast Guard

The Little Kinnakeet station represents an enduring tradition in
life-saving that began during the formative years of the republic. Even
before the nation was founded, various colonies, reflecting then-current
practices of European maritime nations, established procedures governing
the salvage of vessels wrecked within their waters. Local crews of
practiced surfmen systematically completed salvage operations in the
vicinity of coastal metropolitan centers. While primarily concerned with
saving commercial property, they also rescued passengers and crewmen.
Such private efforts ultimately evolved into ones sanctioned by
government during the early years of the nineteenth century when ship
owners, underwriters, and private groups, among them the Boston Marine
Society, the New York Life-Saving Benevolent Association, the New York
Shipwreck Society, and the Massachusetts Humane Society, advocated
improved navigational aids and relief for shipwreck victims. The latter
group, founded in 1785, became the first established for the primary
purpose of saving lives during disasters at sea. Financed principally
through private donation, the Massachusetts Humane Society also received
some monetary contributions from state and federal coffers. The pioneer
society erected the first lifeboat station, complete with surfboat and
rescue gear, in 1807, and by 1845 had eighteen stations and huts of
refuge positioned strategically along the Massachusetts coast. Under its
guidance, nearly eighty similar stations were established by 1872. All
were manned by largely volunteer crews.

Direct government involvement in the practice of life-saving was slow
to develop, although after 1832, with establishment of the United States
Coast Survey, the United States tacitly acknowledged the need for clear
and accurate charts to facilitate the maritime economy. Five years later
Congress authorized seasonal cruises along the Atlantic coast by the
Revenue Marine to relieve victims of sea disaster, the first instance of
government participation in life-saving, albeit not from the shore. In
1838 and 1846 proposals were made to equip lighthouse stations with boats
to aid distressed seamen. The Ilighthouse appropriation of 1848,
moreover, specified that this be done. Also in 1848, Congress enacted




legislation introduced by Representative William A. Newell allowed for the
purchase of surfboats and equipment to protect against loss of life and
property along the New Jersey coast, an area known for the frequent
occurrence of shipwrecks. In 1849 additional appropriations paved the
way for the erection of more stations on the New Jersey coast as well as
along the shores of Long Island and Long Island Sound. In all instances,
construction of the stations was administered by the Treasury
Department. Through the decade of the 1850s more stations appeared on
the coasts of New England and New Jersey, while boats and equipment
were purchased for use along the coasts of North and South Carolina,
Georgia, Florida, Texas, and the Great Lakes. Further, in 1858
Congress provided funding for furnishing lighthouses along the Atlantic
coast to further help prevent sea disasters and to assist sufferers.

Throughout the period of organization of the early
government-funded stations their operation relied on the efforts of
volunteers. Interest on the part of local societies initially charged with
their care gradually waned, and the stations generally fell into disrepair.
Moreover, the volunteer crews serving the stations proved to be badly
trained and often undependable. Although attempts were made to improve
the discipline and efficient operation in 1854 by appointment of a
superintendent and salaried station keepers, significant operational
improvements were usually negated by the practice of choosing
superintendents based upon political affiliation. In 1869 surfmen manning
the stations began receiving remuneration for their services, but even
this payment was irregular and was awarded under limited conditions.

If anything, the early history of life-saving pointed up the need for
active government involvement to help assure the safety of persons
engaged in the coastal maritime trade. Formalization of that involvement
came on April 20, 1871, when Congress, responding to revelations of poor
conditions and inept performance at the stations following several Atlantic
coast shipwrecks, appropriated $200,000 for the Treasury Department to
use through its Revenue Cutter Service for life-saving objectives. The
newly established Life-Saving Service was headed by Sumner I. Kimball,



chief of the Revenue Cutter Service. General Superintendent Kimball was
to administer twelve districts composed of the conterminous coastline of
the United States along the Atlantic and Pacific oceans and the Gulf of
Mexico, besides that of the Great Lakes. A trained and knowledgeable
district superintendent managed each district, which included a varying
number of stations, while an experienced keeper and crew of six surfmen
operated each station.

Superintendent Kimball essentially overhauled the system. Between
1871 and 1878 the Life-Saving Service expanded with authorization of new
stations in New England, Virginia, North Carolina, Florida (where houses
of refuge were created), the Great Lakes, and the Pacific coast. New
procedures, controlled by strict regulation, were instituted along with
improved equipment and realignment of personnel at existing stations. A
system of inspection was inaugurated, along with provisions for awarding
life-saving medals. Following an 1878 congressional investigation of two
sea tragedies, the Life-Saving Service became an independent bureau
within the Treasury Department. Under the new arrangement Sumner
Kimball continued as General Superintendent, an assistant was appointed,
and seasonal periods of station operation were fixed to run from
September 1 to May 1 along the Atlantic seaboard (changed in 1894 to run
from August 1 to June 1). Appointed keepers were required to reside
near their respective stations at all times, while regularly compensated
crews of surfmen lived at the stations only during the active season. As
of 1889 there were 173 stations located on the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, 44
along the shores of the Great Lakes, 7 on the Pacific coast, and 1 along
the Ohio River at Louisville--a total of 225. Between 1871 and 1889 the
Service was credited with saving 42,359 lives as against only 505 lost,
and with saving more than $60,000,000 worth of property.

The Life-Saving Service remained closely affiliated with its parent
Revenue Cutter Service even after it attained independent status, and
officers of that bureau participated in supervising the erection of new
stations as well as in conducting regular inspections of the stations.
Under Kimball's stewardship the Life-Saving Service prospered until




January 28, 1915, when, in an economy move, consolidation of the
Revenue Cutter Service and the Life-Saving Service into the U.S. Coast
Guard was implemented by act of Congress. Principal organizational
changes that affected the former life-saving stations included the
appointment of warrant officers as keepers and the enlistment of surfmen
with rank similarly accorded the Revenue Cutter Service. District
superintendents were commissioned in the Coast Guard. Benefits included
uniform allowances and a retirement system. Overall command fell to the
Coast Guard Commandant after the abolishment of the positions of general
superintendent and assistant general superintendent. Personnel stationed
at the former life-saving stations, however, were still charged with the
major task of rescuing sufferers of coastal maritime disasters.

The function of the life-saving stations was, of course, to save
lives. During the years of the Service, each station was manned by a
keeper and a crew of six or seven surfmen, the latter present only
during the active season. It was a compulsory task of the keeper to
maintain a daily journal in which was recorded the weather, particularly
periodic wind conditions, the number of vessels passing the station, the
names of all surfmen on duty, and any activity of the crew during the
day. In addition, the keeper carefully logged each beach patrol leaving
and returning to the station. The keeper remained at the station
throughout the year, although during the inactive season he was obliged
to stay on duty only between sunrise and sunset. After the beginning of
the active season the keeper was permitted one day off each week, if the
weather so permitted.

Under the direction of the keeper, the surfmen performed in a
trained, professional manner. Each man received a number and performed
specific tasks during drills and rescue emergencies. The Number One
surfman was deemed of such experience that he could take the place of
the keeper in the event of his absence or incapacity. The major and
regular routine task of the surfmen was patrol and watch duty. Stations
on the Atlantic coast stood between four and eight miles apart. Each
night at an appointed hour two surfmen began a lonely trek in opposite



directions from their station, patrolling the shoreline until, at designated
spots, they each encountered a patrolman from the adjacent stations.
The two exchanged checks, small brass squares bearing the station name
and the individual surfman's number, then returned over the same course
to their respective stations. The operation was then repeated by other
surfmen performing consecutively through the night. During foggy
weather the patrols continued through the day. In addition to the
patrolling, surfmen watched from platforms erected at the stations, a duty
that seems to have increased with construction of new pattern station
houses and towers after 1900.

If, during the patrol, the surfman noticed a vessel in danger or one
already wrecked, he ignited a red-flamed signal light to either warn the
craft or to assure its passengers and crew that help was at hand. The
patrolman then returned to his station and notified the keeper and crew
of the emergency. With the precision developed from daily drilling, the
crew soon had the requisite equipment, including, if required, a surfboat
laboriously pulled forward, at the beach opposite the wreck. If
conditions precluded use of the boat for reaching the distressed ship, a
gun and line were used. The ordnance was generally a Lyle gun, a small
brass mortar firing an 18-pound shot to which was attached a strong line.
After the line successfully reached the ship, a hawser line with tackle
and pulleys was secured to the wreck, thus enabling use of more
specialized apparatus, such as a breeches buoy and life-car in rescuing
the survivors. The former consisted of a pair of heavy duck pants with
openings for the legs. A large piece of cork fixed at the waist acted as
a buoy. Survivors clung to ropes running from the buoy to a pulley
attached to the hawser. The cigar-shaped life-car measured 8% feet long
by 1% feet deep and 3% feet wide. Made of tightly sealed strong zinc or
tin plates, the vessel was covered with entrance afforded through a hatch
on top. The sides were surrounded by rolls of cork. The life-car could
accommodate between four and six persons, and, like the breeches buoy,
reached the shore by the system of hawser, rope, and pulleys managed
by the life-saving crew.




Rescue operations, however, were more the exception than the rule
at most life-saving stations. Generally, station life was a monotonous
enterprise at best, with daily activity enlivened by the regimen of drill,
exercise of equipment, and upkeep of the station house and grounds.
Life at Little Kinnakeet, so far as can be determined, did not vary much

from the norm. 1

1. Background data on the origins, historical evolution, and operation
of the Life-Saving Service and Coast Guard are in Darrell Hevenor Smith
and Fred Wilbur Powell, The Coast Guard: Its History, Activities and
Organization (Washington: The Brookings Institution, 1929), pp. 23-29,
30-%’7, 55, Riley Brown, The Story of the Coast Guard. Men, Wind and
Sea (Garden City, New York: Blue Ribbon Books, 1939), pp. 17-18; and
Walter C. Capron, The U.S. Coast Guard (New York: Franklin Watts,
Inc., 1965), pp. 22-28. A popularly written account is in Howard V.L.
Bloomfield, The Compact History of the United States Coast Guard (New
York: Hawthorn Books, Inc., 1966), pp. 121-27. Contemporary accounts
of the Service appear in Rebecca Harding Davis, "Life-Saving Stations,"
Lippincott's Magazine of Popular Literature and Science, XVII (March,
1876), pp. 301-10; "The United States Life-Saving Service," Scribner's
Monthly, XIX (January, 1880), pp. 321-38; "The American Life-Saving
Service," Harper's New Monthly Magazine, LXIV (February, 1882),
pp. 357-73; an% william Wallace Johnson, "The United States Life-Saving
Service," The New England Magazine, II (New Series, March, 1890),
pp. 134-45. Perhaps the single catalytic document bearing on the
development of the Life-Saving Service in the United States is Remarks of
William A. Newell, of New Jersey on a Proposition to Devise Means for the
Preservation of Life and Property from Wrecks on the New Jersey Coast.
Delivered in the House of Representatives, August 3, 1848 (Washington:
John T. Towers, 1848).




I1I. The Little Kinnakeet Station
A. The 1874 Station--Construction and Maintenance

The construction of the life-saving station at Little Kinnakeet in
1874 came as part of a plan by General Superintendent Kimball to increase
the number of stations on the Atlantic coast. The first new stations went
up after 1871 along the shores of New Jersey and Long Island, followed
by others built in Massachusetts and Rhode Island. All designs adhered
to standardized architectural drawings that allowed for the erection of
structures larger than previously built stations. All were shingled and
painted a customary red color. Each 1lk-story station measured 18 feet
wide by 42 feet long and contained living space for the keeper and crew
plus sufficient area for the storage of a wagon, boats, and related
equipment.

This basic design underwent certain modification with Kimball's
successful expansion of the Life-Saving Service during the 1870s.
Principally, the stations erected after 1873, including that at Little
Kinnakeet, were more stylistic in ornamental detail than those built
previously. Essentially, the architectural design fused elements of a
style called Carpenter Gothic with one known as Stick Style. Carpenter
Gothic reflected a building style formerly popular in stone structures in
the United States and England. Transferred to wooden structures, the
style was highlighted by frequent usage of carefully fashioned decorative
ornamentation facilitated by the technological development of the scroll
saw. Board and batten siding commonly augmented the style. The Stick
Style, intended to reflect the inner structure of a building, utilized
wooden eave and gable bracketing along with diagonally placed siding
boards and such features as side buttresses to somewhat mirror the
interior. Combined with elements of Carpenter Gothic, which by the
1870s was declining in popularity, the Stick Style brought an infusion of
architectural originality that caught on immediately. The newly designed
life-saving stations were larger than their predecessors, running 43 feet
long by 19 feet wide. Each of the 1%-story stations was richly
ornamented, especially with scrollwork and bracketing under the eaves.
Individual differences in the structures erected in 1874 were likely based




on local conditions and style preferences as well as on individual builder
preferences. (1)

Twenty-three life-saving stations were constructed in 1874 according
to specifications. The architectural drawings for the 1874 style stations
were probably prepared in the office of the Supervising Architect of the
Treasury Department. While the identity of the originator of the 1874
design has not been precisely determined, it is likely the architect was
Francis Ward Chandler, who served at that office and who prepared
subsequent plans for stations erected after 1874. Chandler, as a student
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, had worked for a Boston
architectural concern noted for its advocacy of the Victorian Gothic style.
Chandler later studied in Paris and taught at M.I.T. before joining the
Treasury Department office in 1871. Subsequently, Chandler returned to
Boston to join a partnership in 1875. Still later he became chairman of
the Department of Architecture at M.I.T., and in 1889 was appointed a
fellow of the American Institute of Architects. Chandler died in 1926.(2)

The process of establishing a life-saving station began with
Congressional appropriation of the requisite funding. This was followed
by a survey to locate an appropriate site for the proposed construction.
The site was either purchased or donated for government use, and
building activity followed. Most stations located along sandy stretches
were built sufficiently back from the shoreline to accommodate the shifting
sands and rising waters that could often threaten the structure.
Outbuildings associated with the station usually included a storage shed,
a wood or coal shed, a well house, a privy, and perhaps an additional

1. Eugene V. York, "The Architecture of the United States Life-Saving
Stations" (unpublished master's thesis dated 1983, Boston University),
pp. 13-17.

2. Ibid.; pp. 17-20.



boathouse. Sometimes, too, the surfmen erected houses nearby so that
they might have their families with them.(3)

Construction of the Little Kinnakeet station began in the autumn of
1873. The successful contract bid went to James Boyle of New Bern,
North Carolina. Under an agreement with the United States, Boyle
promised to complete ten life~saving stations at designated sites by
September 30, 1874, or to forfeit $25 daily for each house yet incomplete
beyond that date. Secretary of the Treasury William A. Richardson
accepted this proposal subject to Boyle's completion of three of the
stations by December 1, a provision to which Boyle agreed. When it was
learned that Boyle had begun raising structures with little regard to their
locations or specified dimensions, the Revenue Marine Cutter Service,
overseeing completion of the contract, sent inspectors to check on Boyle's
progress. Lieutenant Lewis M. Stoddard reached designated station no.
10 at Little Kinnakeet, which was under construction in late September,
only to discover that Boyle was using plans and specifications different
from those in Stoddard's possession. Stoddard ordered Boyle to rebuild
the nearly completed structure and raise it by 18 inches. A few days
later, yet another set of plans arrived by mail that varied from the
others, causing Stoddard to direct a suspension of Boyle's work. The
project stopped for three weeks, and when the weather turned cold the
workmen went to their homes. (4)

Work resumed at Little Kinnakeet after January 1, 1874, under a new
construction crew of nineteen men headed by T. J. Gardner of
Washington, North Carolina. The project lasted until the end of the

3. Ibid., pp- 21, 26-27. In 1903 W.A. Gray claimed the land on which
the station stood, stating that the tract had been leased in 1874 to the
federal government for twenty years. Hooper to Superintendent of
Construction, February 21, 1903. NA, RG 26. Records of the U.S.
Coast Guard. Copy in CAHA file, "Little Kinnakeet Construction."

4. Edwin C. Bearss, "Chicamacomico Study" (unpublished report dated

September, 1965, in the library of Cape Hatteras NS), pp. 3-4.
Specifications for the 1874 stations appear in Appendix A.
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second week in March, when Boyle and the workmen departed to start on
the station at Chicamacomico to the north. Boyle left a carpenter and a
painter to finish the Little Kinnakeet station. The carpenter had oiled
part of the inside of the structure before becoming involved in a dispute
with Boyle that hurried his departure. All that remained to be done on
the station was installation of zinc sheeting around the lookout deck atop
the roof and shutter bars on the windows of the boatroom. A mess table
also needed completion. And in mid-March Boyle reported to the
Treasury Department that the station was "finished all but the Shellac
and two blocks which was an oversight. . . ." Boyle's performance on
the contract was generally bad, according to Lieutenant Walter Walton,
Assistant Superintendent of Construction for the Revenue Marine, and
Walton ultimately urged that another contractor be engaged to finish the
stations on the outer banks. Moreover, Boyle's bondsmen lost confidence
in his ability to deliver after the contractor reported that there was no
money in the project, partly because of "the extra ornamentation" he was
to provide "as shown in the details drawings and finished plans."
Lieutenant Walton ascribed Boyle's performance partly to "his having in
tow a notorious woman hired ostensibly as [a] cook," and partly to his
(Walton's) inability "to put a new set of brains into a man. . . ." In
April, 1874, Boyle's contract was terminated and he realized $2375.00 for
erecting the Little Kinnakeet Station. By October, that station, along
with nine more that had been built by two other contractors, reportedly
was ready to receive equipment.(5)

The confusion over the correct plans and specifications for building
the Little Kinnakeet Station that occurred in September, 1873, produced
numerous structural differences that were perceived by Lieutenant Walton

5. Ibid.; Walton to J.H. Merryman, April 1, 1874. NA, RG 26. Copy
in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet" Inspection Reports. The voucher
authorizing payment to Boyle stated that the "Life Saving Station at
Kinnakeet, N.C. has been duly inspected, and . . . the work on the
same, is satisfactory & generally in accordance with the plans and
specifications." NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little
Kinnakeet--1st Construction." See also Walton to J.H. Merryman,
April 1, 1874. 1Ibid.
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the following December and were recounted to Captain J.H. Merryman of
the Revenue Marine, Inspector of Life-Saving Stations, as follows:

In reference to the House at Little Kinnakeet . . . , it appears
that the frame had been raised previous to Lieut. Stodders
[sic] first arrival on the Beach, which [sic] he ordered taken
down to allow for a difference in plans in the height of first
story, also to make alterations in the number and position of
the Windows in Boat Room, which was done, but in consequence
of a scarcity of suitable lumber at the time, and the absence of
the Superintendent, the same pieces composing the first, were
used in the second framing, the result was wall plates and ties
were re-morticed in different places, to suit the tenons of the
Corner and Centre posts, the Corner posts were also
re-morticed to suit the tenons of the braces, which had also
been changed, thus leaving holes here and there to be filled up
with what Carpenters call "Dutchmen," besides weakening
somewhat the frame of the building, again several of the braces
were cut too long, throwing the wall plate out of line. . .
Instead of beams &c being fitted to their places and then
champered, they were worked the reverse, which also required
the too frequent use of "Dutchmen" or Graving pieces to give
the appearance of smooth work.(6)

Despite these deficiencies, the Little Kinnakeet Station more or less
adhered to the requirements of construction laid down in the formal
specifications prepared for the ten life-saving stations erected in 1873-74.
Set upon cedar piering, the structure was to be built of pine beams and
boards "in the most thorough workmanlike manner." The building, when
completed, measured approximately 45 feet long by 20 feet wide. It stood
two levels high, measuring about 25 feet above the piering to the apex of
the roof at front and back, and about 20 feet from the piering to the
eaves along either side. At the front of the building was a large sliding
door entrance, 11 feet wide, leading from an incline into the boat room
which occupied most of the space on the first story. The boat room
measured 18 feet by 29 feet. In the rear of the boat room was a mess
room, running 12 feet 6 inches by 18 feet, and in each rear corner of the
mess room stood a closet, each 6 feet long against the rear wall by 2 feet

6. Walton to Merryman, April 1, 1874. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "Little Kinnakeet Construction."
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wide. A staircase leading to the second story was in the right front
corner of the mess room as one faced the boat room entrance. Beneath
the stairs was another closet, 2 feet by 6 feet.

The second level was likewise practically laid out. Above the boat
room was the crew's quarters, measuring 18 feet wide by 22 feet long. A
doorway led from the crew's quarters to a store room, 18 feet by 9% feet,
toward the rear of the building. In the rear of the store room was the
staircase and a door leading into the keeper's room, measuring 18 feet by
approximately 10 feet 10 inches. In the walls of the station were ten
windows. Two were situated along each side. Each of these windows
measured 2% feet wide by 6 feet long. Two more windows located on the
lower level of the rear of the structure measured about 2 feet wide by 6
feet long, while the two windows at either end of the second level were of
dimensions that differed from each other. Those at the rear of the
building measured 2 feet wide by 4% feet long, while those above the boat
room doors were slightly shorter and were arched and pointed at the
tops. All of these windows were double hung with 6-light sashes,
differing somewhat from those with 9 lights shown on the plan.
Doorways, each approximately 4 feet wide, were located on either wall of
the mess room and led outside the building. Centered atop the shingled
gable roof of the station was a Ilookout platform, or widow's walk,
measuring 10 feet square. Entrance to the lookout was via a trapdoor in
the roof. As specified, the exterior of the station, particularly the
bracketed area beneath the eaves, was festooned with elaborate decorative
bargework and stairing characteristic of the Stick Style. The walls were
covered with vertical board and batten, and the windows all had louvered
shutters. Beneath the gable, fore and aft, was a circular fixed light.
Three large wooden buttresses, complementing the scrollwork, projected
along each side of the building to complete the Gothic ornamentation.
Finally, the sliding boat room doors were each covered with - boards
arranged diagonally opposite to those on the other, affording a contrast
with the overall vertical construction. Painting of the station, apparently
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a vermillion color known as James River red, was accomplished by William
T. Harding of Norfolk.(7)

The tract upon which the Little Kinnakeet Station stood was formally
acquired by the federal government only after the construction was
completed. Land acquisition occurred under provision of an Act of
Congress of March, 1875, authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to
obtain "by donation or purchase . . . the right to use and occupy sites"
for purposes of the Life-Saving Service. Two days after the legislation
passed Congress Captain Merryman transmitted to Secretary of the
Treasury Benjamin H. Bristow a lease acquired from Allen and Fanny
Gray of Dale County for the land on which the Little Kinnakeet Station
was located. Most likely the beachfront tract measured close to an acre
and was laid apart by cedar stakes at the corners.(8)

Maintenance and repairs to the Little Kinnakeet Station began soon
after construction finished. The location of the building on the sand
beach made the structure susceptible to the action of severities in the
weather of the outer banks. Blowing sand necessitated frequent
painting, for example, and windstorms and the effects of seasonal
hurricanes often took their toll on the building. From regular entries
logged in the keeper's journal at Little Kinnakeet, a fairly complete
record of all structural and cosmetic changes can be ascertained. For
ease of reference, these changes have been arranged below according to
year.

7. Specifications for 1874 life-saving stations; Photographs, ca. 1900, of
Little Kinnakeet Station. Copies in the files of CAHA; Irene Jackson
Henry and William Henry, "Little Kinnakeet Life Saving Station: An
Analysis and Program for Restoration" (unpublished, undated manuscript
in the library of CAHA), n.p.; Superintendent of Life-Saving Stations,
Sixth District, to Secretary of the Treasury, September 8, 1877. NA,
RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "6th District Repairs and Construction."

8. Merryman to Bristow, March 5, 1875. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA

folder, "Little Kinnakeet--Title, Deed; Undated indenture (post-March 3,
1875) from Little B. Midgette. NA, RG 26. Ibid.
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1875. On April 1, as preparations were made for the crew to leave
at season's end, the locks were removed from one of the doors, oiled,
and replaced. The keeper reported that the stove and other fixtures
were in good condition. (9)

1876. On January 7 and 8, thumb latches were installed on the boat
room doors, while twenty-four screw type clothes hooks were put inside
the station.(10) During the night of September 1-2, lightning apparently
burned three holes in the floor of the mess room, including one that
penetrated a piece of zinc sheeting beneath the stove.(11)

1877. In September arrangements were made to paint twelve of the
Virginia and North Carolina stations, including that at Little Kinnakeet.
On September 5, William T. Harding of Norfolk proposed to paint the
station roofs vermillion red "and lettered on the ocean side," for the sum
of $450. Another painter, Warren Hester, of Portsmouth, Virginia,
proposed to do the same work at a slightly higher cost. The lowest
bidder, however, was Miles W. Minter who agreed to paint two coats of
vermillion red on the roofs and then paint white letters, each 20 inches
high for a sum of $15 per station.(12)

1880. Painting the exteriors of the Sixth District stations became a
priority concern early in the year. "At most of those stations," wrote
Second Lieutenant Frank Newcomb of the Revenue Marine, '"the old paint

9. Logbook entry, April 1, 1875. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder,
"Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1874-1880.

10. Logbook entries, January 7 and 8, 1876. Ibid.
11. Logbook entry, September 2, 1876. Ibid.

12. Harding to Superintendent of Life-Saving Stations, Sixth District,
September 5, 1877. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Sixth
District - Repairs and Construction". Hester to Captain Jonathan J.
Gunthrie, September 4, 1877. 1Ibid.; Gunthrie to Secretary of the
Treasury, September 8, 1877. 1Ibid.; Miles to unidentified recipient
(Gunthrie?), September 7, 1877. Ibid.
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has scaled off in places, leaving the wood bare and unprotected from the
weather and in some cases the houses are actually going to decay, for
want of paint outside."(13) Newcomb recommended that "two good coats"
of red paint be applied to the stations as soon as the weather
warranted. (14)

1882. In late December the keeper reported that new sills were
needed, probably for the floors, and that the "outside braces" needed
replacement, possibly a reference to the Gothic buttresses on either side
of the building. (15)

1883. On March 23 Lieutenant Edwin L. Wade of the Revenue Marine
filed a quarterly report urging that the Little Kinnakeet station, among
others, be repainted using red lead paint. The recommendation was
countered by Captain Merryman, who opposed using that color. Wrote
Merryman:

While a red house is more conspicuous perhaps than one of a
light color, the latter is no doubt better on the southern coast
for the perservation of the wood, since it will not so readily
absorb the heat of the sun's rays in summer. The men at the
station are inexperienced in mixing paint, and if attempted
much waste would ensue in addition to unsatisfactory results.
In my judgment there is true economy in employing regular
painters with their own materials, thus insuring neater and
more durable coatings.(16)

It is not known from the documentary sources whether Merryman's
view prevailed, although the few early photographs believed to be of
Little Kinnakeet suggest that a lighter shade was indeed used on the

13. Newcomb to Merryman, January 27, 1880. 1Ibid.
14. 1Ibid.

15. Quarterly Report, December 31, 1882. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "Little Kinnakeet Inspection Reports."

16. Merryman to Kimball, March 28, 1883. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "6th District - Repairs and Construction."
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exterior walls, except for trim, which appears to have been darker,
perhaps a vermillion red. In any event, it appears that the repainting
did not occur sooner than October 29. Keeper Edward O. Hooper
reported on the 30th that the crew was engaged in painting the station
and forty yards of old shot line had been "yoused [sic] for lashings the
bars to paint the house," possibly a reference to the employment of
scaffolding in completing the work. The project evidently went
unfinished until the middle of November. On the 22nd the keeper
recorded that the work had been done on the station and another house
and had consumed twenty-seven gallons of paint.(17)

1884. In the summer and fall a general overhauling of the
ten-year-old building took place as part of a general refurbishing
program for the stations. The work involved exterior repairs as well as
additions made inside, besides varnishing and painting throughout the
interiors of the ten Virginia-North Carolina stations. In April the
windows of the Little Kinnakeet Station were painted. In June Keeper
Hooper received the requisite lumber for the construction, and in July
two workmen were employed at Little Kinnakeet in completing the repairs
and additions. The project proceeded over twenty-three days between
July 21 and August 27, and in early September Hooper sent to the
neighboring Chicamacomico station "for paint to paint the new work of the
station."(18) Late in the year plans were made to install chimneys in the
old stations of the Sixth District. When that occurred, however,
according to an inspector of the Revenue Marine, "the window now in the
Keepers [sic] room will be of little use, as the chimney will come directly

17. Log entries for October 29, 30, and November 21, 22, 1883. NA,
RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1881-1886."

18. Log entry for April 25, 1884. 1Ibid.; "Voucher for purchases, etc.,6"
October 23, 1884, for "amounts paid to complete repairs on Little
Kinnakeet L.S. Station," totaling $33.82. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "Little Kinnakeet Repairs"; Log entries for June 9, July 21,
August 27, September 9, 1884. NA, RG 26. Copies in CAHA f{folder,
"Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1881-86"; Sixth District Superintendent J.W.
Etheridge to Kimball, October 17, 1884. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "6th District Repairs and Construction."

17



in front of it." The officer recommended that the window be entirely
closed and "one placed on either side of the chimney.(19) Evidently the
corbeled, brick chimney was installed at Little Kinnakeet as planned and
the windows remained as they were.

1885. During the year a number of changes occurred to the station,
including a major renovation that saw new construction for the structure.
On March 12 the keeper noted that he and the crew had "ingaged [sic] in
work on the station and finished puting [sic] in the windows." In April
the mess room in the rear of the first story was painted, along with the
exterior of the building.

On May 1 Captain Merryman forwarded to General Superintendent
Kimball the plans and specifications "for repairs, etc., to ten (10)
stations in the 6th L.S. District." The most important change comprised
the erection of a pantry addition built on the east sides of the stations.
According to the building plans, the addition measured 19 feet 2 inches
long by 6 feet wide and was raised on cedar or locust posts toward the
rear of the station. The forward half of the lean-to construction
consisted of a shelved pantry measuring 9 feet 6 inches long by 5 feet 3
inches wide, while in the rear of the addition was a "Dry Room for wet
clothes," 3 feet 10 inches long by 5 feet 3 inches wide. Between these
rooms was an entry way, 4 feet 6 inches long by 5 feet 3 inches wide.
The door on the side of the original building now led into the entryway,
while another door in the side of the addition led outside. Meantime, the
door on the opposite side of the mess room was converted into a window.
The roofs of the affected stations were entirely reshingled. Other
substantive changes at Little Kinnakeet included the installation of a new
brick chimney in the station and the consequent "new arrangement of
outside shutters"; construction of a closet, 5 feet by 3 feet, in the
keeper's room; repair of outside weather boarding; the flooring of collar

19. Lieutenant E.C. Chayton to Merryman, December 4, 1884. Ibid.
See early photographs of the station showing the chimney in place and
the subject windows in use.
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beams on the second floors; and the replacement of the lookout platform
and the addition of sheet lead flashings. Architect for the renovation
was A.B. Bibb.(20)

Work on the Little Kinnakeet Station was finished during November.
L.O. Wissman, Assistant Superintendent of Construction, described what
he had accomplished on the boat room ramp:

I reconstructed the Boathouse platform, with the assistance of
Mr. Hooper and his men . . . by raising the upper end to the
level of the door sill, removing the step or "chuck" which
existed, and also raising the lower end considerably, thereby
obviating the difficulty experienced in getting the boat out and
in, in consequences of the prow striking ceiling. (21)

1888 and 1889. In May, 1888, an inspecting officer urged that brick
cisterns be built to replace those of wood existing at several stations,

including Little Kinnakeet. The problem was that inundating tides often
overran the cisterns, leaving them polluted with saltwater. "I found that
the crews who were obliged to drink the water were liable to bowel
trouble and a number of men were covered with sores. . . . In all cases
where I have recommended brick cisterns the wooden ones will not hold
water and are so rotten as to be beyond repair, and the crews have to
depend solely on well water." The officer also noted that the stations
needed repainting.(22)

20. Log entries for March 12, April 1, 2, 1885. NA, RG 26. Copies in
CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1881-1886"; "Plan of Ten U.S.
Life-Saving Stations'"; Plans and specifications for Sixth District stations,
May 1, 1885, enclosed in Merryman to Kimball, May 1, 1885. NA, RG 26.
Copy in CAHA folder, "6th District-Specifications for Repairs." See
Appendix B for the content of this document and its special provisions
for Little Kinnakeet.

21. Wissman to Merryman and Captain G.R. Slicer, November 23, 1885.
NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Repairs."

22. Lieutenant E.C. Chayton to Kimball, May 31, 1888. NA, RG 26.
Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet--Miscellaneous"; W.A. Farling to
Captain C.A. Abbey, November 12, 1889. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "6th District Inspection Reports, 1880-1889."
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1890. In April the crew scrubbed the walls of the mess room and
removed sand that had accumulated in the well near the station. During
the following month the inspecting officer reiterated his recommendation
for building new cisterns at the stations to replace deteriorating ones.
He also urged that double gutters be installed to facilitate the collection
of potable drinking water. He noted that the cistern at Little Kinnakeet
was still rotten. By mid-November a new tank, 5 feet in diameter and 8
feet long, was emplaced and a house to enclose it was completed and
painted.(23) Other construction during the year included the installation
of gutters and the replacement of the mess room floor. The new floor
was laid of

rift Georgia pine 1-1/8 by not more than 2-1/2 inches, dressed
and tongued and grooved 5/8 inch below the upper surface,
and blined [sic] nailed. The flooring to be in long lengths,
avoiding butt-joints as much as possible. New saddles to be
put down at the door openings, and the doors fitted to swing
clear. (24)

Another project involved building and hanging "a battened door on the
third step from the bottom of the stairs leading to the second story" of
the station: The door was to be made "of narrow, matched, dressed, and
beaded white pine, and the necessary jambs; door to be hung by 4 inch
narrow butts and secured by a strong thumb-latch."(25)

1891. In September the crew varnished the "sleeping room,"
presumably the crew's upstairs quarters of the station. Less than two

23. Log entries for April 10, October 1, November 12, 18, and 24, 1890.
NA, RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1890-1893";
Farling to Abbey, May 1, 1890. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "6th
District-Inspection Reports, 1890-1902."

24. Specifications for work at Little Kinnakeet, 1890. NA, RG 26. Copy
in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Repairs."

25. 1Ibid.
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months later the chimney somehow became damaged and required mortaring
and painting. (26)

1892. On May 2 the superintendent requested lumber and nails for
construction at fifteen of the coastal stations, including Little Kinnakeet.
One thousand two hundred feet of undressed pine seconds, along with ten
pounds of 8d-galvanized nails, were earmarked for Little Kinnakeet for an
unspecified purpose.(27) Probably the materials were needed for routine
repairs. Late in the year a new cook house was built, thereby freeing
the former kitchen and mess facility in the station for use as a sitting
room for the crew.

1893 and 1894. During April, 1893, the crew varnished the lean-to
and boat room and applied another coat of paint to the station.(28) On
February 4, 1894, the Life-Saving Service contracted with F.E. Moore of
Norfolk to have the station and its component structures moved inland,

apparently away from the encroaching surf. The work was originally to
be performed in conjunction with the construction of new buildings,
possibly including a boathouse, before the middle of August at a cost of
$11,487.50. Presumably only part of the contract was fulfilled, with the
buildings moved some distance back from the shoreline. Late that year
two crewmen were sent to the Gull Shoal Life-Saving Station to obtain
shingles for repairs to the roof of the Little Kinnakeet Station.(29)

26. Log entries for September 21 and November 11, 1891. NA, RG 26.
Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1890-1893."

27. Kimball to Superintendent, Sixth District, July 30, 1892, and Acting
General Superintendent to Superintendent, Sixth District, August 3,
1892. NA, RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder, '"Little Kinnakeet Repairs."

28. Log entries for April 3, 14, and 16, 1893. NA, RG 26. Copies in
CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1890-1893."

29. "Proposal for Station &c. for the U.S. Life-Saving Service,"
February 4, 1894. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "6th District
Repairs and Construction;" Log entry for December 22, 1894. NA,
RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1894-1895."
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1895. On March 9, Keeper Hooper reported that his surfmen .
scoured the floor of the "Station Seting [sic] Room & Cook house floor,"
as well as cleaned the windows of the station. In May the crew painted
the keeper's room and sitting room. They also painted the boat room as
well as the lookout deck, utilizing twenty-five pounds of white lead mixed
with two gallons of linseed oil. (30)

In October, Keeper Hooper sent a letter to the district
superintendent informing him of some basic structural problems
encountered with the Little Kinnakeet Station. For one thing, he
reported, the southeast corner of the station had settled so badly that
runoff water to the tank was instead running off the gutter at that
corner. Moreover, said Hooper, the settling action was "also changing
the shape of the station.”"(31) On November 30 the crew bolstered the
sinking corner, yet the settlement continued to such an extent that
Wwilliam W. Latham, an Assistant to the Superintendent of Construction for
the Life-Saving Service, was sent to investigate. His report follows: ‘

I find that the side sills, and side foundation posts, are, as far
as can be seen, sound. The end sill under the boat-room
doors I have found to be decayed and will require a new sill.
Also the ends of boat-room door posts are rotten and will
require splicing. The foundation posts under the end sill are
somewhat rotten at the head and will require to be replaced
with new posts. I would state that this decayed sill appeared
sound on the outside. The inside I should judge was about two
thirds rotten. In regard to the corner of the station settling I
can see but little difference now, and I first visited the station
in March 1894. 1 have instructed the keeper, to avoid further
settling, to pack the corner with blocks until such time as the
repairs can be made. In relation to the repairs to the station
under authority of letter from your [Superintendent of
Construction] office dated Jan. 28th 1895, I would say that no
expense was included on the foundation for the reason that

30. Log entries for March 9, May 24, 18395. NA, RG 26. Copies in
CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1894-1899."

31. Hooper to P.H. Morgan, October 23, 1895. NA, RG 26. Copy in

CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Repairs"; Log entry for November 30, .
1895. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs,
1894-1899."
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upon a close examination I found that the station had not
settled in a year's time, and to all appearances the sills and
posts were sound.(32)

Latham estimated the cost of materials and labor for repairing the "end
sill foundation posts, door posts, door sill and a portion of incline, and
securing foundation" at $85.00.(33)

1896. On January 3 General Superintendent Kimball authorized the
repairs at the projected cost, and by the end of the month the work had
evidently gotten underway with the squaring up of the foundation of the
station. The work involving the door sill and incline started on March 9
after lumber arrived. Two months later eight windows in the station
required puttying and painting around the lights, which was done.(34)

1898 and 1899. Little maintenance or other construction work

followed on the station over the next few years. Beyond scouring the
walls of the lean-to addition and the top and bottom floors, the only new
project apparently involved the hanging of two doors, 2 feet 6 inches by
6 feet 6 inches and 2 feet 8 inches by 6 feet 7 inches, respectively,
installation of two wventilators, and addition or replacement of 750 shingles
on the roof, all at a cost of $11.63.(35)

32. william W. Latham to Superintendent of Construction, U.S.
Life-Saving Stations Atlantic and Lake Coasts, December 16, 1895. NA,
RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Repairs."

33. 1Ibid. Funding in the amount of $4.60 was authorized in 1895 for
repairing the hatch to the lookout of the Little Kinnakeet Station. Ibid.

34. Kimball to Superintendent of Construction, January 3, 1896. 1Ibid.;
"Abstract of needs compiled from the Inspection Reports. . . , for the
quarter ended January 31, 1896." NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder,
"6th District Inspection Reports, 1890-1902"; Log entry for March 9,
1896. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs,
1894-1899"; "Abstract of needs, inspection report, 6th District, 2d
Quarter, 1896." NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "6th District
Inspection Reports, 1890-1902."

35. Log entry for May 11, 1898. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA f{folder,
"Little Kinnakeet logs, 1894-1899."
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The dearth of maintenance activity suggests that the attitude of
concerned personnel had changed from one of repair and restoration of
the station to one of advocacy for its replacement. Sometime during 1899
the Little Kinnakeet station was formally condemned by the Life-Saving
Service. In September an inspector allowed that the building was in "bad
condition, & a new one is needed." Although the roof leaked badly, he
believed that because a new station would likely be erected shortly, "it
would not be advisable to put on a new roof now, or to do any extensive
repairs." He did recommend, however, that new gutters and conveying
pipe be provided "so that the men can get water, the old gutters being
rusty & partly blown down."(36)

1900. On March 22 Andre Fourchy, Assistant District
Superintendent of Construction, reached Little Kinnakeet and, assisted by
Keeper Hooper and the six surfmen, began work of an unspecified nature
on the front of the building. Shortly thereafter an inspecting officer
announced that the site for a new station had been chosen one-quarter
mile south of the old one. On May 19, on direction of Fourchey, the
crewmen commenced work on improving or repairing the lookout deck atop
the structure. Three days later they began assisting Mr. A.W. Steaker
in replacing the rain gutters around the building as had earlier been
recommended. Soon after, the crew painted the lookout and began taking
out broken lights from the windows of the station. The replacement of
the gutters was finished on May 24. The purpose of all this work was to
keep the station in commission until the imminent new building was
constructed. In August a new boat incline leading from the boat room
was completed, while flashing was laid around the base of the
lookout. (37)

36. Inspection report, September 15, 1899. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "6th District Inspection Reports, 1890-1902."

37. Log entries for March 22, 26, May 7, 19, 22, 23, 24, and 30, 1900.
NA, RG 26. Copies in CAHA folders, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1900-1904";

"Report of Inspection, Little Kinnakeet. . . , March 29th, 1900." NA,
RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Inspection Reports";
"Report of Inspection, Little Kinnakeet. . . , August 7, 1900." Ibid.
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1901. In early June an assistant inspector of the Revenue Cutter
Service visited Little Kinnakeet and reported that the station was in poor
condition and had gone unpainted "for some time." The foundations, he
stated, "are no doubt very much rotten," while the roof was prone to
heavy lzakage. Pending construction of a new building, the inspector
recommeaded that the station be put in repair. "Much money, however,
should 10t be spent on it, as it is not worth it."(38) On September 14,
the crev' engaged in scouring both floors of the station. (During the day
word arrived of the death of President William McKinley from gunshot
wounds. )

1902 and 1903. Throughout these two years little significant
construction occurred in anticipation of erecting the new station. In
May, 1902, a bench was placed in the building to hold a water filter,
while an inspection report for October 15, again cited the station as
condemned. (39)

In May, 1903, the crew removed the stove from the sitting room to
discover that the flue was in a dangerous condition, requiring repairs
before the stove could operate again. As preparations continued for
building a new station, some thought was given to the projected use of
the 1874 structure. A prominent view voiced by Captain C.A. Abbey of
the Revenue Cutter Service, Inspector and Superintendent of
Construction, was that the old station be removed to a site close by and
be repaired. It would "make an excellent barn, carpenter shop and fuel
house, and afford ample storage room besides." Cost for moving and
putting the station in shape was estimated at $600.00.(40)

38. Second Lieutenant R.O. Crisp to Inspector to Life-Saving Stations,
June 3, 1901. 1Ibid. ‘

39. Log entry for May 20, 1902. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder,
"Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1900-1904"; Inspection report for October 15,
1902. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Inspection
Reports."

40. Log entry for May 1, 1903. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder,

"Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1900-1904"; Abbey to Kimball, May 12, 1903. NA,
RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Construction."
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1904. Efforts proceeded toward moving the station to the site
designated to receive a new structure some distance to the south and
west. The actual move began in mid-May, with the contractors readying
the building for the brief but delicate journey. By May 20 the structure
had been lifted off its foundation onto rails and rollers, and the next day
workers moved it 280 feet down the shoreline. Two days later the old
station traveled 285 feet farther, and on May 24 it rolled 414 feet closer
to the new site. On receipt of more rollers, the contractors resumed the
move on the 26th and directed the station forward another 262 feet. On
May 27 the station reached its appointed location, having traveled in
excess of 1240 feet, or slightly less than one-quarter mile. Work then
began to raise the structure onto blocks, a process that was not
completed until the middle of July.(41)

1905. Immediately following its move to the location of the new
station, the old station was pressed into service as a boathouse. It
apparently was placed in the position it occupies presently, some 135 feet
west and north of the station erected in 1904 and situated in a more or
less north-south alignment with the original boatroom doors facing south.
In the spring of 1905 some landscaping around the old building took
place, including the planting of bushes around the foundation blocks.(42)
Thereafter the station functioned in a subordinate capacity to the new
facility, serving variously as boat house, garage, and storage building.
Therefore, the subsequent history of the structure under the
administration of the Life-Saving Service and the Coast Guard reflects the
maintenance as well as the architectural changes deemed proper in
fulfilling the varied statuses of the structure.

41. Log entries for May 18, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, and July 19,
1904. NA, RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs,
1900-1904."

42. Log entry for April 1, 1905. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder,
"Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1905-1909."
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1909 and 1910. Late in the year Keeper Hooper requested that
quantities of white, yellow, and red lead be forwarded for painting the
1874 station. He shortly received the following articles:

300 pounds white lead

11 pounds tints #15

15 gallons raw linseed oil
4 pounds Tuscan red for trimmings
2 gallons turpentine

25 pounds putty(43)

The building was painted during the first few months of 1910, a
process that employed 250 lbs of the white lead, 14 gallons of linseed oil,
11 lbs of tint (yellow?), 4 lbs. of tuscan red, 4 lbs of Indian red, and 1%
gallons of turpentine. The brass metalwork on the old station was also
cleaned. A significant development early in 1910 was the retirement of
Edward O. Hooper as Keeper after some thirty-six years of continuous
service at Little Kinnakeet. A senior surfman from the Chicamacomico
Station, E.S. Midgett, replaced Hooper.(44)

1913. In April the crew constructed a new "Boat Brow" on the old
building. This was, in effect, a new incline or gangplank which, when
equipped with rollers, facilitated the moving of the surfboat in or
out. (45)

1916. During the second year of administration of Little Kinnakeet
by the newly formed U.S. Coast Guard, the old station was severely
damaged by lightning. At 8 p.m. in the evening of Saturday, June 3, a

43. Hooper to Superintendent, Seventh District, November 23, 1909.
NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Repairs"; Q.M.
Maxam to Inspector, Life-Saving Stations, December 9, 1909. Ibid.

44. Log entry for April 29, 1910. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder,
"Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1910-1915"; Inspection report, March 28, 1910.
NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "7th District Inspection Reports,
1908-1912."

45. Log entry for May 2, 1913. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder,
"Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1910-1915."
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bolt struck the building with such force that the chimney was knocked off
and broken and a hole "about three feet square" blown in the roof. The
impact tore out a window on the north end of the building and generally
made a wreck of that area. The following Monday the crew made an
effort to repair the damage, but before extensive work was done the
district superintendent sought a determination from the Coast Guard
commandant as to whether the old building justified such an effort.
Responding to an inquiry from Washington on July 3, Superintendent
Edgar Chadwick opined: "This building should be preserved as the
repairs necessary are small. It is of much use as a store house for extra
gear and [as] the housing of shipwrecked persons." Proposals for fixing
the structure were received and opened in late June and Chadwick urged
the commandant to accept that of Kramer Bros. & Co. of Elizabeth City to
complete the required repairs for $14.47. Materials for the job included
128 feet of lumber, enough for twelve pieces, each 16 feet long by 1 inch
by 8 inches, for sheathing, plus a quantity of heart cypress or juniper
shingles, each 6 inches by 20 inches. (46)

1921. Kramer Bros. Co. also received the contract five years later
"for furnishing and delivering material necessary to repair the old station
for the purpose of sheltering a horse and to build a horse pound.”
Projected cost of the conversion of the 1874 building was $50.60. Bids
were solicited in September and Kramer was the sole respondent. The
following month saw at least part of the old station fitted out as a stable
for a horse to help move the boats more readily in life-saving
emergencies. (47)

46. Log entries for June 3, 5, 1916. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1916-1920"; Chadwick to Commandant,
June 7, 1916. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet
Repairs"; Chadwick to Commandant, July 3, 1916 (1). Ibid.; Chadwick to
Commandant, July 3, 1916 (2). 1Ibid.; Superintendent of Construction
and Repair Howard Emery to Superintendent, Seventh District, July 7,
1916. 1bid.; Emery to Superintendent, Seventh District, July 7, 1916.
Ibid.

47. R.T. Crawley, Superintendent, Seventh District, to Commandant,
September 7, 1921. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet
Repairs"; Log entry for October 18, 1921. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1921-1924."
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1922, 1923, 1924. On June 15, 1922, the crew scoured the floor of
the boat room. Eighteen months later the surfmen spent the entire day
reshingling the roof of the old station. Late in December, 1923, the
superintendent of the Seventh District requested sixteen panes of glass to

repair cracked or broken lights in the structure's windows. And in
September, 1924, an inspection revealed that the sills of the boat incline
had become rotten, necessitating a request for its repair.(48)

1925 and 1927. In May, 1925, the surfmen repainted the exterior of
the building, and in July a proposal of the Chesson Manufacturing
Company of Elizabeth City was accepted to '"reshingle the stable at the
Little Kinnakeet Station" at a cost of $153.67. In November, 1927,
repairs were made to the stable fence.(49)

1930. On May 22 a large numeral "181" was painted on the east side
of the shingled roof by the Little Kinnakeet crew. The number
represented the Coast Guard designation for the station and was put
there for the intelligence and guidance of airplane pilots. During the
following July the building exterior of the 1874 station was repainted. (50)

1932 and 1933. Crewmen spent two hours doing unspecified work on
the old station on August 31, 1932.(51) Sometime during this approximate

48. Log entry for June 15, 1922. 1bid.; Log entry for December 17,
1923. Ibid.; Superintendent James A. Price to Commandant,
December 31, 1923. Coast Guard records on microfilm at CAHA; "Report
of Inspection of Little Kinnakeet Coast Guard Station, Seventh District,
September 23, 1924. Ibid.

49. Log entry for May 11, 1925. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA f{folder,
"Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1925-1929"; Superintendent R.T. Crowley,
Seventh District, to Commandant, July 12, 1923. NA, RG 26. Copy in
CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Repairs"; Log entry for November 10,
1927. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs,
1925-1929."

50. Log entries for May 22 and July 10, 1930. NA, RG 26. Copies in
CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1930-1932."

51. Log entry for August 31, 1932. Ibid.
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period the stable was done away with and the building served as a
garage. In December, 1933, an inspector reported the following on the
deteriorating condition of the structure:

[The building] was later converted into [a] stable and now is
being used as a garage. Outside knees for eaves and
decorations rotted. Pillars rotted. Sills are evidently new.
Vertical weather boarding is rotted. Flooring inside where
tractor is housed is oil soaked. Room on first floor for food
locker is good. One room upstairs is used as storeroom. This
storeroom was provided with shelves and stores are neatly
stowed. Attic is untidy and needs cleaning out. Appearance
and condition of this building detract from station and it should
be removed.(52)

1934. By 1934 the old station was clearly becoming increasingly
unstable and was viewed as an eyesore to the Coast Guard complex. In
January an inspecting official, Lieutenant Commander G.E. McCabe,
observed that the attic had been cleaned and "properly stowed," but
remained "unfit to be used for a garage." He urged that a new garage
be erected and the old station "be moved away a distance from the main
building to add to the appearance of the station. . . ."(53) Following
this recommendation, the commander of the Seventh District advised that
the building be declared obsolete and torn down. And in May inspecting
officer McCabe recommended the same treatment. Nonetheless, the crew
occasionally worked at repairing and maintaining the structure, as it did
on September 27 for an unspecified purpose. By November the prevailing
view had changed to one of keeping the old station and improving it by
laying a concrete floor and building a lean-to style gear house on its east
side. Photographs of the building in 1934 indicate that the eastern lower
rear window had been boarded over, perhaps to replace missing shutters.
They also reveal that by then the old sliding boat room (garage) doors

52. Inspection report (Lieutenant Commander G.E. McCabe to Inspector,
Eastern Area), December 7, 1933. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder,
"Little Kinnakeet Inspection Reports."

53. Inspection report of January 1, 1934. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "Little Kinnakeet Inspection Reports."
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had been removed, probably long before, and had been replaced by a
hinged double door, built of plank and brass frames, one leaf on either
side of the entrance. The shutter for the west upper front window above
the boat room entrance was also missing.(54)

1935. Work on the lean-to addition apparently began in March or
April. Raised on a concrete foundation with built~in pilasters along its
outside face, the new structure adjoined the east side of the old station
and its shingled roof consisted of a simple sloping prolongation of the old
station's roof. The areas extending over the eaves at either end of the
new structure did not project as far as they did on the original building.
Along the east wall were three windows of two sashes side by side, with
each sash comprising four lights side by side. The exterior of the
addition was finished in board and batten like the old station. The new
section measured 45 feet long by approximately 9 feet wide. Interior
construction involved removing the east wall of the old station, although
the decorative bracketing beneath the eaves of the station roof remained
intact. The bracketed scrollwork at the front (south end) of the station
was removed, however, during the construction. Other structural
changes necessitated by the addition included repositioning the boatroom
entrance about 2 feet west of where it originally stood. This process
involved restoring the eastern side of the entrance to match the board
and batten exterior. Also, a door with a six-light window was installed
east of the boatroom entrance near the juncture of the lean-to addition,
and another large entrance, approximately 7 feet wide by 8 feet high,
was built into the south side of the addition. Presumably, double leaf
doors were built on this entrance. Finally, the wooden gangplank or
incline that formerly led into the boatroom/garage was replaced by one of

54. Seventh District Commander to Inspector in Chief, January 12, 1934.
Ibid.; McCabe to Inspector, Eastern Area, May 15, 1934. Ibid.; Officer
in  Charge, Clarence P. Brady, Little Kinnakeet Station, to Inspector in
Chief, May 28, 1934. 1bid.; McCabe to Inspector, Eastern Area,
November 30, 1934. 1bid.; Log entry for September 27, 1934. NA,
RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1933-1936";
Photographs, March 9, 1934, in collection of the Fifth Coast Guard

District. Copies in the files of CAHA.
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concrete that extended for most of the width of the building. During
August the crew completed some work on the inside of the building,
although specifics are unknown. (55)

1936, 1937, and 1938. Late in April, 1936, the station crew touched
up the paint on the doors of the old building. During the following year
the men occasionally labored on the inside of the structure, completing

short term work of undescribed purpose on February 2 and July 28,
1937. Less than a year later, on July 18, 1938, the Little Kinnakeet
Station was formally decommissioned by the Coast Guard. Orders from
headquarters transferred all personnel to the neighboring Big Kinnakeet
Station effective that date.(56)

1940s. Late in World War II the Little Kinnakeet complex was
reactivated as a lifeboat station. The reinstatement as part of the Coast
Guard required a number of alterations and structural additions, primarily
to the 1904 station house and the cook house. Few, if any, changes seem
to have been made to the 1874 building and it continued to be used only
in a garage and storage capacity.(57) In 1949 or early 1950 a wiring
layout diagram of the building showed that there were ten 40-watt lights
on the lower floor and four 40-watt lights on the upper floor.(58)

55. Photographs, May 2, 1935, in ibid.; Log entry for August 13, 1935.
NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1933-1936."

56. Log entry for April 29, 1936. 1Ibid.; Log entries for February 2 and
July 28, 1937. NA, RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet
Logs, 1937-1938"; Clarence F. Brady to Commandant, July 18, 1938. NA,
RG 26. Microfilm copy in the library of CAHA.

57. "Little Kinnakeet Lifeboat Station, Plot Plan," July 12, 1943. NA,
RG 26. Copy in map files of CAHA; "Little Kinnakeet L.B. Station,
Proposed Alterations & Additions," March 12, 1945. Ibid.

58. Photograph of inactive Little Kinnakeet Station, December 5, 1944.

Copy in the files of CAHA; "Little Kinnakeet Lifeboat Station Wiring
Layout," January 13, 1950. Copy in the map file of CAHA.
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1950s. The reactivation of the Coast Guard station lasted into the
early 1950s. On May 24, 1954, the site once more was decommissioned.
This time, however, the National Park Service obtained the complex under
a revocable permit of indefinite duration. Since that time the 1874 station
has remained under the administration of Cape Hatteras National Seashore.
Park Service records disclose little of efforts toward preservation and
maintenance of the structure since then. A 1967 memorandum cited the
gradual deterioration of the interior of the 1904 station; presumably the
same description would have applied to the overall condition of the 1874
structure. Yet in the late 1970s the roof of the 1874 structure was
reshingled and the entire complex was enclosed with a 7-foot-high chain
link fence for its protection.(59)

59. Louis Torres, Historic Resource Study of Cape Hatteras National
Seashore (Denver: National Park Service, 1985), p. 140; Granville B.
Liles to Director, National Park Service, August 24, 1967. National Park
Service Records in the History Division, WASO. "Cape Hatteras National
Seashore,” Box 1; Note in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet (copies)";
verbal recollections of former superintendent William A. Harris to the
writer, December, 1986.
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B. The 1904 Station--Construction and Maintenance
Since 1899 sentiment among Life-Saving Service inspectors and

others concerned with the operation at Little Kinnakeet had turned from
costly maintenance toward minimal upkeep of the old station.
Construction of a new building to replace it became a matter of
inevitability, and on August 4, 1900, a site one-quarter mile (1050 feet)
to the southwest was selected on land purchased by the government from
C.T. williams, as follows:

Beginning at a stone monument on the shore at the Pamlico
Sound, at the south-west corner of Ezekiel Gray's patent
running due east 20 chains to a stone monument at the
north-east corner, Cape Hatteras Light House bearing S.
10°W., thence for said Light House S. 10°W. 10 chains to a
stone monument at south-east corner, thence west 7° north 20
chains to a stone at S.W. corner also at the Pamlico Sound,
thence with the shore and said north 22° east 7 chains 58 links
to the beginning, containing 17% acres of land, together with a
full right of way 5 rods wide, to the United States for
life-saving purposes, running along the northerly line of said
premises extended, to the Atlantic Ocean. (1)

Sixteen months after the purchase of this tract, however,
construction had not started. In December, 1901, the district inspector
declared the roofs "leaky and worn out" at nine locations, including Little
Kinnakeet, and that "new stations should be certainly built at an early
date" at designated sites. Yet delay continued. Finally, in March, 1903,
Kimball inquired of his superintendents of construction why work could
not proceed. He proposed that a new station design, used at Virginia
Beach and referred to as the "Quonochontang plan," be adapted for use

1. Statement submitted by Attorney I.M. Meekices, November 16, 1899.
NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Title, Deed." See
also the plot of the reservation enclosed in Fourchy to Superintendent of
Construction, L.S.S., January 6, 1906. Microfilm roll, U.S. Coast Guard
Academy Library, New London. Copy in the library of CAHA. In this
letter Fourchy reported that an error of measurement existed "in the
length of the Southern line, or in the angles at S.E. and S.W. corners of
reservation." He urged that the matter be promptly corrected. The title
to the property was recorded in Manteo, Dare County, on May 20, 1901.
Plat accompanying ibid.
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at Little Kinnakeet. Kimball suggested that the existing plans be
employed to forestall further delay.(2) Within a month Kimball directed
a commission composed of Captain C.A. Abbey of the Revenue Cutter
Service, Inspector and Superintendent of Construction; Lieutenant George
M. Daniels, Revenue Cutter Service, Assistant Inspector, Seventh
District; and Paul Bausch, Civil Engineer, to proceed to Little Kinnakeet
and examine the site. The members were to "report the character of the
station which you would recommend to be built there. . . ." On May 12
the commission filed a written report with Kimball which called for
construction of a bungalow type dwelling measuring 50 feet square at an
estimated cost of $5000. A "boat- and beach apparatus house," also
proposed for construction, was to measure 24 feet by 46 feet and cost
$1800. Once moved, the old 1874 station under the plan would serve as a
barn, while the cook house and mess room, privy, and iron water tank
and its house were likewise all to be moved to the new site at a projected
cost of $850.(3)

On Friday, February 5, 1904, sealed bids for construction of the
new station, based on specifications and drawings, were opened in
Kimball's Treasury Department office. At Assistant Superintendent of
Construction Andre Fourchy's recommendation, the work of relocating and
repairing the old buildings had been separated from the new construction
for economy reasons.(4) Jensen Brothers, a firm of Racine, Wisconsin,
was the successful bidder out of four candidates. The Jensen Brothers

2. Inspection Report of December 17, 1901. NA, RG 26. Copy in
CAHA folder, "Sixth District Inspection Reports"; Kimball to
Superintendent of Construction, March 28, 1903. NA, RG 26. Copy in
CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Construction."

3. Kimball to Abbey, Daniels, and Bausch, April 22, 1903. NA, RG 26.
Copy in CAHA file, "Little Kinnakeet; Title, Deeds'"; Abbey, Daniels, and
Bausch to Kimball May 12, 1903. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA file.
"Little Kinnakeet Construction."

4. Announcement of request for sealed proposals, January 20, 1904.
NA, RG 26. Ibid., Fourchy to Kimball, January 27, 1904. Ibid.
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agreed to complete the station by August 15, 1904, at a cost of
$8,800.(5) On March 18, 1904, J.C. Jensen reached the site to begin
work. Eleven days later the three commissioners previously appointed by
Kimball arrived at Little Kinnakeet and spent less than two hours laying
out the location of the new station. Accordingly, the building was
scheduled to rise at a point 100 feet south of the northern boundary of
the tract and 315 feet west of its northeast corner. (It appears,
however, that the station was actually erected closer to Pamlico Sound
than to the ocean, probably to avoid the effects of high tide flooding.)(6)

On consensus, the design of the Little Kinnakeet Station was to be
of the "Bungalow Style" or "Southern Pattern." The design was the
creation of Victor Mendleheff, Architect of the Life-Saving Service, who
had prepared drawings for past stations erected in Maine, Michigan, and
Washington State. At Little Kinnakeet, Mendleheff introduced the
bungalow style, based on a house design that prevailed in popularity from
about 1900 to the 1940s. Typically, bungalows were low-roofed,
one-story structures covered with unpainted shingles. Mendelheff's
stations possessed the features of hipped roofs with long, protruding
eaves and a veranda enclosing the building. Additional southern pattern
stations were raised in 1904 at Ocracoke, Fort Macon, and Bouge Inlet,
North Carolina. (7)

5. Other bidders were Charles L. Duncan, Beaufort, North Carolina;
F.E. Moore, Norfolk, Virginia; and E. Hart, also of Norfolk. Although
Hart's bid was lowest, he apparently could not finish the work until
December. "Schedule of Proposals for the Construction of a Life-Saving
Station at Little Kinnakeet, North Carolina," February 5, 1904. Ibid.

6. Kimball to Superintendents of Construction, March 10, 1904. 1Ibid.;
Log entries for March 18, 29, 1904. NA, RG 26. Copies in CAHA
folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1900-1904"; "Plot of L.S.S. Lot at Little
Kinnakeet. . . ." March 9, 1905. NA, RG 26. Cartographic Archives
Division, L.S.S. 181. For the location of the station in reference to the
ocean and sound, see U.S. Coast Guard, "Little Kinnakeet Station Site
Plan, March, 1935." Copy in the files of CAHA.

7. York, "Architecture of the United States Life-Saving Stations,"
pp. 13-17.
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The station at Little Kinnakeet adhered closely to the design. It
contained two stories rather than one, but loyally conveyed the low,
ground-hugging tendencies for which the bungalow style was known.
The structure measured roughly 50 feet long (east-west) by 47 feet wide,
including an 8-foot-wide veranda enclosing most of it. The foundation
rested on cedar piling. Six rooms occupied the first floor: a crew
bedroom (with seven built-in wall closets), measuring about 34 feet long
by 16 feet wide; an assembly room 18 feet long by 14 feet wide; an
office, 12 feet by 14 feet; a keeper's room, 13 feet square; a large closet
off the north side of the keeper's room, 7 feet by 4 feet; and a room
adjoining the west end of the crew sleeping quarters, about 12 feet long
by 7 feet wide, probably used for hanging wet clothing. At the north
end of the latter room was an exit to the veranda. A small entrance
hallway, 4 feet wide by 7 feet long, stood between the office and
assembly room. At the end of the hallway was a 3-foot-wide stairway
leading to the upper floor. Nearly opposite the south side entrance and
across the veranda were steps leading to the ground. Double-hung
windows were spaced regularly around the building to afford ample
interior lighting. The top floor, designated for storage uses, consisted
of an open loft, apparently unceiled, measuring approximately 32 feet long
(east-west) by 30 feet wide. Double windows fixed in a dormer
protruded through the hipped roof from each interior upstairs wall.
Attached, but slightly offset on the southwest corner of the building, was
a watch tower measuring approximately 13 feet square. As stated, the
room at the first level served initially as the keeper's quarters, while
that on the second level comprised the watchman's room. The first floor
room contained a door and window on the west side and two more windows
on the south side. That directly above had a single window on each of
the west and south sides. From the watchman's room a narrow
2-foot-wide stairway led up to the lookout. A bank of four windows lined
each wall except the east, where, oddly, a chimney partly disrupted the
view toward the ocean. A hipped roof similar to that covering the main
building completed the tower.(8)

8. Inspection report, December 7, 1933. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "Little Kinnakeet Inspection Reports"; "Little Kinnakeet Lifeboat
(Continued)
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Work on the station proceeded close to schedule. In June the
superintendents of construction recommended and received authority to
have "a partition with a 4-panel door . . . placed in the Little Kinnakeet
Life-Saving Station, now building, to separate the spare room [on the
second level] from the large open loft. . . ."(9) Also, a composition
pipe was approved for use in the connecting pipe of the cistern. In July
the Treasury Department approved an exchange of cypress shingles for
those of cedar previously specified at a savings of $75.00. By
September 30, one and one-half months beyond the deadline for
completing the station, Lieutenant Daniels reported that the building
would "soon be ready for occupancy." Six days later Assistant
Superintendent of Construction P. Julian Latham formally inspected the
finished station, apparently approving the work. On December 8, 1904,
Keeper Hooper and his crew moved into the new facility.(10) Soon after,
the Iong history of maintenance of the structure began when Hooper
described glass breakage in a storm door, complaining that "I never Saw
thinner Glass use[d] for Glass in Doors," and requesting a replacement
pane 3 feet 2% inches long by 1 foot 11 inches wide.(11)

8. (Cont.) Station Wiring Layout," January 13, 1950. Copy in the
map files of CAHA; Photographs, March, 1934, in the collections of
CAHA. Presumably the building was erected at the site where it stands
today, although a plat of the Little Kinnakeet tract dated 1905 shows an
outline of the station with the tower placed at the southeast, rather than
southwest, corner. "Plot of L-S.S. Lot at Little Kinnakeet. . .
March 9, 1905. NA, RG 26. Cartographic Archives Division, L.S.S.
181; Inspection report, October 5, 1912. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "7th District Inspection Reports, 1908-1912."

9. Assistant Treasury Secretary R.B. Armstrong to Superintendents of
Construction, June 11, 1904. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little
Kinnakeet Construction."

10. Acting Treasury Secretary H.A. Taylor to Superintendents of
Construction, July 9, 1904. 1Ibid.; Daniels to Inspector of Life-Saving
Stations, September 30, 1904. 1Ibid.; Log entries for October 5 and
December 8, 1904. NA, RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder, "Little
Kinnakeet Logs, 1900-1904."

11. Hooper to Kimball, December 28, 1904. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "Little Kinnakeet Repairs."
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1900s. In March, 1905, the crew engaged in laying pebbles and turf
around the station. On May 29 they repaired the plaster around the
thimble flue opening in the wall of the new station. In October, 1906, a
project involved raising the filter of the cistern beneath the building "so
the water will run out at the Wast [sic] pipe before it goes in to the
filther [sic]." Nearly three years later, in late April, 1909, the crew

completed hand oiling the woodwork inside the station.(12)

1910, 1911, and 1912. In the early hours of January, 1910, "a wind
with a Hurricane force" hit the station and knocked out one window light.

The window was probably repaired, although evidence for such is
unavailable. To help minimize the heat and humidity for the comfort of
the crew during the summer of 1911, the acting general superintendent
authorized purchase of door and window screen frames for the station.
The three window screen frames measured 2 feet 9% inches by 2 feet by 9
inches, while the two screen door frames were 2 feet 8 inches by 6 feet 9
inches. In May, 1912, the crew completed hand oiling of the wash room
and the lockers in the crew sleeping room. That October an inspecting
officer recommended that a flue be cut in the chimney to serve the
keeper's room. He further urged that the second floor loft be ceiled and
used for the crew sleeping room during the winter. Finally, he
suggested that paint was needed for painting exterior trim, the porch
railing, and the ceiling.(13)

1913. These recommendations were repeated in January, 1913. Some
repairs got underway in March after the district superintendent
requisitioned and received 100 lbs. of galvanized wire nails for use at

12. Log entries for March 8, 10, and May 29, 1905, October 12, 1906,
and April 27, 1909. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet
Logs, 1905-1909."

13. Log entries for January 13, 1910, and April 3, 1912. NA, RG 26.
Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1910-1915"; Acting
General Superintendent to Superintendent, Seventh Life-Saving District.
NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA Folder, "Sixth District--Repairs &
Construction"; Inspection Report, October 5, 1912. NA, RG 26. Copy in
CAHA folder, "7th District-Inspection Reports, 1908-1912."
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Little Kinnakeet. Most of these seem to have been used for replacing
shingles, as 2500 of them arrived at the station later that month. Also,
500 bricks and 2 barrels of lime were used in making repairs in early
April. At this time a flue was cut in the chimney in the office, and
ceiling of the second floor loft evidently began. During the following
month the surfmen hand oiled the sitting room (office?), hallway, and
keeper's room, an exercise that occupied less than a day.(14)

1914, 1915, 1916, and 1917. Apparently few repairs and little
construction of note occurred in 1914. In August the crew installed wire

gauze in a door and window, perhaps to help strengthen them against
strong winds. But in October the superintendent of construction wrote
Kimball that "no repairs will be necessary . . . during the present Fiscal
Year, or for the Fiscal Years beginning July 1, 1915 and July 1,
1916."(15) Nonetheless, in September, 1915, an inspector reported that
the flooring in the keeper's room had worn through and needed
replacement. He requested that materials be sent to complete the relaying
of the floor.(16) Accordingly, 128 board feet of lumber, twelve pieces at
16 feet by 1 inch by 8 inches, was obtained to accomplish this work.
Soon after, additional lumber was obtained for installing or repairing a
window sash. Five hundred heart cypress shingles were apparently
replaced at this time, to0.(17) In 1915 the Life-Saving Service became

14. Inspection report, January 15, 1913. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "7th District-Inspection Reports, 1913-1915"; Acting General
Superintendent to Superintendent, Seventh Life-Saving District,
March 11, 1913. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet
Repairs"; Log entries for March 31 and May (illeg.), 1913. NA, RG 26.
Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1910-1915."

15. Log entry for August 4, 1914. 1Ibid.; John S. Randall to Kimball,
October 14, 1914. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet
Repairs."

16. Inspection report, September 17, 1915. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "7th District Inspection Reports, 1913-1915."

17. "Proposals for Supplies of Material, Little Kinnakeet Station,
April 22, 1916, and June 19, 1916. NA, RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder,
"Little Kinnakeet Repairs"; Superintendent of Construction to
Superintendent, Seventh District, July 7, 1916.
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part of the newly organized Coast Guard. New regulations required that
the stations and boats be painted in accordance with designs specified by
the Coast Guard, and on September 4, 1916, this was accomplished at
Station 181, Little Kinnakeet.(18) During 1917 light maintenance was
performed on the station; in August the crew spent one day oiling the
floors. Late in the year the Elizabeth City Plumbing and Heating
Company received a contract for installing an enameled cast iron sink with
nickel plated trap to replace a worn unit in the station. The new sink
measured 30 inches by 20 inches and cost $10.50.(19)

1919. Evidently little or nothing of a construction or maintenance
nature took place in 1918. In May the crew spent a short time
overhauling the window cords in the station. Late that year an
inspection revealed that the condition of the building was "very good,"
but that the gutters had rusted through in places, necessitating their
replacement. (20)

1920. The new gutters and downspouts were placed on the station
in August, 1920, by the firm of Cahoon and Jackson of Elizabeth City at
a cost of $90.00. The following October proposals were accepted for
furnishing plaster for repairing the interior walls at several places. The
crew was to make any such repairs.(21) In November the problem had
not yet been corrected. As an inspector noted:

18. Log entry for September 4, 1916. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1916-1920."

19. Log entry for August 15, 1917. 1Ibid.; Superintendent, Seventh
District to Captain Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard, December 10, 1917.
NA, RG 26. Microfilm copy in the files of CAHA. See also work proposal
of November 22, 1917. Ibid.

20. Log entry for May 19, 1919. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder,
"Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1916-1920"; Inspection report, December 8, 1919.
NA, RG 26. Microfilm copy in the files of CAHA.

21. Log entry for August 12, 1920. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder,
"Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1916-1920"; Superintendent, Seventh District, to
Commandant, February 13, 1920. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder,
"Little Kinnakeet Repairs"; Superintendent, Seventh District to
Commandant, October 19, 1920. Ibid.; Inspection report, November 16,
1920. NA, RG 26. Microfilm copy in the files of CAHA.
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The plastering is falling off of chimney boath [sic] in the
Boatswain's office [Officer-in-Charge's room] and spare room
over office. Chimney should be sheathed and can be done by
the crew at a small expense. Plastering has fallen off of ceiling
in living room over stove, which should be temporarily
repaired. If the material is furnished the crew can do the
work. (22)

1921. Early in the year Kramer Bros. Co. of Elizabeth City
provided, at the request of the Coast Guard, ceiling flues for station 181
at an expense of $20.90. These were installed by the crew members in
two hours time on February 15. The men also completed repairs to
cracked plaster walls. In March they spent part of one day scraping old
oil from the floors that had caused them to turn dark.(23)

1922. Little maintenance activity occurred during the year. On
July 11, Boatswain's Mate First Class O.J. Gray had the crew touch up
the white paint of the post and railing around the veranda. And on
September 29, they did the same to the plaster inside the station. At the .
end of November, preparing for winter, the men removed the screen
doors and windows, replacing them with stormproof doors and windows.
This procedure was doubtless an annual event.(24)

1923. During the first part of May the men spent a brief amount of
time touching up the white paint on the exterior and window facings of
the station. A telephone earlier installed in the room of the
officer-in-charge was moved to the office at the front. Late in December

22. 1Ibid.

23. Superintendent, Seventh District, to Commandant, January 14, 1921.
Ibid.; Superintendent, Seventh District, to Commandant, January 21,
1921. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Repairs";
Log entries for February 15 and March 3, 1921. NA, RG 26. Copies in
CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1921-1924." .

24. Log entries for July 11, September 29, and November 29, 1922.
Ibid.
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the district superintendent reported on the need for seven panes of
window glass to replace those that were cracked or broken.(25)

1924. At the outset of the year the Coast Guard solicited proposals
for building a lavatory at the Little Kinnakeet Station. The successful
bidder was William W. Sawyer of Elizabeth City, who proposed to install
one for $25.00. Presumably, the construction followed shortly, although
the precise date of installation of the lavatory has not been determined.
It seems to have been placed in the room adjoining the crew bedroom on
the west.

The remainder of the year was spent in the performance of usual
maintenance requirements. The glass in the front door of the station had
to be replaced in May, and in July the crew repaired the plaster in the
sitting room (former assembly room). An inspection report dated in
September indicated that the general condition of the station was
"Excellent to good."(26)

1926, 1927, and 1928. No identifiable maintenance was performed on
the station in 1925. In May, 1926, the crew painted woodwork white on
the outside of the building. A year later the men repaired the gutters
around the station; requests were submitted for new downspouts. In
March, 1928, the brick cistern beneath the station was cleaned, and

25. Log entries for May 7, 10 and 11, 1923. 1Ibid.; Superintendent,
Seventh District, to Commandant, December 31, 1923. NA, RG 26.
Microfilm copy in the files of CAHA. :

26. Commandant to Superintendent, Seventh District, January 11(?),
1924. Ibid.; Superintendent, Seventh District, to Commandant,
January 26, 1924. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet
Repairs"; Commandant to Superintendent, Seventh District, May 22, 1924.
NA, RG 26. Microfilm copy in the files of CAHA; Log entry for July 17,
1924. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs,
1921-1924"; Inspection report, September 20, 1924. NA, RG 26.
Microfilm copy in the files of CAHA.
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during the following month the crew spent two and one-half hours
scraping paint from the inside of the building.(27)

1929 and 1930. In March, 1929, the crew completed more repairs to
the gutters and downspouts of the station. On June 10, 1930, they again
cleaned the cistern and on the 27th completed painting the outside of the
station. Nearly two months later, on August 21, the men painted the
interior. (28)

1931. General maintenance continued. On April 24 the crew
engaged in touching up with paint the woodwork inside the station.
During the following month an inspection disclosed the need for replacing
the floors in the lavatory and day room (former "assembly room," or
"sitting room"). The Seventh District Commander also recommended that
"modern heating and lighting plants be installed at this station," to
replace the wood stoves and kerosene lamps then in use. The new floor
was laid in the building on August 17, and in November the crew painted
floor rugs for use in the station.(29)

1932. On two occasions--March 2 and May 11--the crew engaged in
performing unspecified work on the inside of the station. A bad storm
struck the outer banks on March 6 and flooded the Little Kinnakeet
Station area so that the buildings were surrounded by water. Apparently

27. Log entries for May 14, 1926, May 2, 1927, and April 16, 1928. NA,
RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1925-1929";
Commander, Seventh District, to Commandant, February 12, 1927. NA,
RG 26. Microfilm copy in the files of CAHA.

28. Log entry for March 21, 1929. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder,
"Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1925-1929; Log entries for June 10, 27, and
August 21, 1930. NA, RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet
Logs, 1930-1932."

29. Log entries for April 24, August 17, and November 10, 1931. 1Ibid.;
Inspection report, May 14, 1931. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder,
"Little Kinnakeet Inspection Reports"; Commander, Seventh District, to
Commandant, May 18, 1931. Ibid.
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the water subsided quickly. In May the crew was again at work painting
the floor and beds of their sleeping room. (30)

1933. In April a new telephone and cables were installed in the
building. Maintenance during the year consisted almost entirely of
unspecified work on the steps and floors inside the station accomplished
on June 26. A strong gale of September 15 and 16 caused damage to the
windows, necessitating the replacement of glass.(31) On October 24 the
station received a thorough inspection from Lieutenant Commander G.E.
McCabe, who gave a fairly detailed accounting of its condition:

Main building is of bungalow type with lookout tower on top.
Foundation of this building sets on cedar piling. Sills were
found good where examination was possible but sheathing is
carried from skirting to ground. Guttering on East side was
blown away in storm. Building presented a good appearance
from outside. Main water supply was a brick cistern under the
house. This cistern was very inaccessible for cleaning. Fire
pump had suction hose leading into it. There was no water in
cistern at the time of inspection and therefore no protection in
case of fire. . . .

Office was clean and neat; lockers were good.
Recreation room was good but bare except for chairs.

Crew's washroom contained but one bowl with pitcher pump.
This room was large enough for the installation of more
washbowls, at least two toilets and a shower.

Crew's sleeping quarters downstairs were good but crowded for
a shore station. Each man has a good locker.

Attic was unfinished but was fairly neatly stowed. Each man
has hook here for rain clothes. Rack was installed for signal
flags. Should be partitioned off and three excellent storerooms
made.

30. Log entries for March 2, 6, and May 10, 11, 1932. NA, RG 26.
Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1930-1932."

31. Log entries for April 5, June 26, and September 18, 1933. NA,
RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1933-1936";
McCabe to Inspector, Eastern Area, December 7, 1933. NA, RG 26.
Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Inspection Reports."
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Room under lookout tower is not used but was cleaned and well
painted. This room could be made private by putting up a
bulkhead to allow a passageway to lookout tower. One or two
men could be quartered in this room and relieve congestion in
the main sleeping quarters.

Lookout tower: About 12' x 15'; best type seen in stations,
but windows which swing out on upper hinges are of poor
design. Windows similar to bridge or automobile windows should
be installed here. This lookout tower is large and allows man
on watch to move around and have clear vision of surrounding
territory and sea at all times.

1934. On January 1, Clarence P. Brady, the officer in charge at
Little Kinnakeet, commented on the December, 1933, inspection report.
He noted that the sheathing on the station "carried from the skirting to
ground is a protection to the building." Efforts were already underway to
replace the lost guttering on the east side. As for the inadequate
cistern, which was difficult to clean, he stated that the station needed "a
better and more water supply.” Efforts were underway to fix the fire
pump. He further acknowledged the crowded conditions in the crew
sleeping quarters and recommended that the upstairs loft be partitioned
into four rooms to alleviate the congestion. The room beneath the watch
tower could also be used once the stairway leading to the lookout was
relocated on the exterior of the building. On January 7 the district
commander urged that a modern "plumbing and lighting" plant be installed
at the station, and observed that "this station has ample space for
installing this equipment." However, the work of partitioning the loft for
additional sleeping space was delayed pending completion of the other
repairs. (32)

Yet few improvements were made immediately, and in April the only
work of note to the station was when the crew spent some time painting
carpet strips on the lower floor. In May another inspection occurred in
which Commander McCabe noted that, although previous faults "have been

32. Officer in Charge, Little Kinnakeet Station, to Inspector in Chief,
January 1, 1934. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet
Inspection Reports"; Commander, Seventh District, to Inspector in Chief,
January 12, 1934. Ibid.
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corrected as far as possible by the crew," no major repairs had been
made. He further advised that the roof shingles were rotten and needed
replacement, and that the entire building be raised three feet, probably
to protect it against flooding. McCabe here mentioned raising the "floor
of cellar" by the "same amount." A pump room had been built beneath
the station, at least as early as 1917. (The pump room, as indicated on
a 1945 plat, measured approximately 14 feet square, had brick walls and a
concrete floor, and contained a pressure tank and a gasoline-operated
pump. . The room was 5 feet 4 inches in height and had a trap door
entrance on the inside. An exterior entrance on the south side was
added between 1936 and 1944. Windows were in the south and west
sides.) McCabe reiterated the need for a heating and lighting plant, and
further suggested converting the office space, along with a section of the
"dormitory" into another washroom. "Ceilings and sanitary places," said
McCabe, "are still painted spar color." On May 28, Brady reported that
the ceilings "will be painted white in accordance with instructions."
Indeed, this project may already have been underway, for on May 24 the
acting officer-in-charge noted that the crew had spent one and one-half
hours painting the inside of the station.(33)

Other maintenance performed on the Little Kinnakeet station included
repainting the porch floor late in June and tearing plaster from the walls
of the station in September. In November Inspector McCabe again visited
the station and reported that the ground floor ceilings had all been
painted white. He further stated that the building was to be reshingled
with "ready dipped" shingles "of the regulation red color." Plans were
also in progress for building a new privy (after the old one blew down

33. Log entry for April 23, 1934. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA f{folder,
"Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1933-1936"; McCabe to Inspector, Eastern Area,
May 15, 1934. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet
Inspection Reports"; Brady to Inspector in Chief, May 28, 1934. 1Ibid.;
Log entry for May 24, 1934. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, MLittle
Kinnakeet Logs, 1933-1936." For layout of the pump room, see "Little
Kinnakeet Station. Proposed Alterations & Additions," March 19, 1945.
Copy in the map file of CAHA.
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for the second time) and for making some unspecified repairs to the
structure. (34)

1935. Substantial changes were made to the station during the year.
Between January and June the crew completed scraping all the floors and
sandpapering the office floor preparatory to re-oiling them all. The men
also finished touch-up work on the varnish on the screen doors.(35) The
major work, however, was under contract. Early in the year a contract
was secured with W.H. Bartlett of Elizabeth City to construct a new privy
at the station. In February the contract was modified to omit the privy
construction and to instead install a forty-gallon galvanized range boiler
on the second floor of the building. In addition, a Myers cog gear force
pump R288 ("or equal") was to be emplaced in the wash room; two water
closet (toilet) combinations ("Standard Sanitary Co., Modernus, F2186, or
equal") were to be installed, one each, in the washroom and in the office
closet; and one septic tank, composed of two units, each with a capacity
of 2 feet by 2 feet by 3 feet 6 inches and made of concrete 3 inches
thick, was to be located and installed on the premises. Each unit of the
septic tank was to have "two 4" terra cotta tees placed in an approved
manner," and the entire system was to "be connected . . . with all
pipes, fittings, and connections furnished for a complete job."(36)

34. Log entries for June 27 and September 11, 1934. 1Ibid.; McCabe to
Inspector, Eastern Area, November 20, 1934. NA, RG 26. Copy in
CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Inspection Reports."

35. Log entries for February 13, 28, and May 24, 27, 1935. NA,
RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1933-1936."

36. Associate Engineer M.P. Hite to Commandant, February 18, 1935.
NA, RG 26. Microfilm copy in the files of CAHA; Commandant to W.H.
Bartlett, March 9, 1935. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little
Kinnakeet Repairs." Specifications for materials and work composed the
following: "All water or vent pipe except where cast iron is required,
shall be genuine wrought iron galvanized. Soil, waste and vents shall be
standard cast iron, except that vents above fixtures may be one inch iron
pipe. Sewers, wastes, etc., shall have adequate cleanouts. Each
fixture, pump tank, etc., shall be provided with separate cutoff valve
and unions so that it may be removed without effect on balance of
system. Sewer will be of best terra cotta 4" salt glazed pipe, and will
extend from base of stack to septic tank. Irrigation field will be of 4"
(Continued)
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When completed, the septic tank was located southwest of the
station, and a drain field, approximately 500 feet long, beyond that.
Two lavatories and two toilets were connected to the sewer; the building
lacked bathtubs and showers. Gutters along the roof of the structure
continued to collect potable water, which was stored in the brick cistern
beneath the building. Water for purposes other than drinking was
obtained from well points in the ground underneath the station and was
conveyed by force pump to the forty-gallon tank on the second floor. A
fire pump stood along the north side of the station.(37)

Another major task fulfilled in 1935 consisted of changing the
location of the stairway leading to the watch tower from the room directly
below. This room was well lighted and had a flue so that a stove might
be readily installed. It could serve as a "spare room for visiting
officers, etc., and at other times for CPO [Chief Petty Officer]." The
stairs, however, ran from the northwest corner directly into the center of
the room in making their ascent, thereby making the room practically
useless. The sum of $35.00 was allocated by the commandant for
relocating and enclosing the stairway along the north wall of the room,
thus freeing the interior space for occupancy. The contractor, who was
probably W.H. Bartlett, also provided a new door for the entrance to the
room. (38)

1936 and 1937. Minor maintenance occurred in 1936. Toward the
end of April the crew members touched up the paint in the office and

36. (Cont.) agritile, laid with tar paper protecting each joint.
Connect the present washroom lavatory to the new tank and sewer."
Ibid. _

37. Plat, "Water rights & utility plans, Little Kinnakeet," June 1, 1960.
Copy in the map files of CAHA; "Little Kinnakeet Station Site Plan,"
March, 1935. Copy in the map files of CAHA.

38. Hite to Commandant, April 20, 1935, with enclosed "Sketch of Tower
room, second floor." NA, RG 26. Microfilm copy in the files of CAHA;
Commandant to Hite, April 24, 1935. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder,
"Little Kinnakeet Repairs."

49



fixed some window screens. On June 2 they painted the roof gutters
around the station, and on September 8 they moved spare beds and
bedding into storage in the second floor loft area. In March, 1937, the
men occupied a few hours repairing the plaster in the crew sleeping
quarters. During the summer of that year the officer-in-charge noted
that the station had become infested by termites, a notice he repeated in
ensuing reports without specifying the damage they had caused. That
autumn the crewmen were employed painting all engines in the station on
aluminum color. (39)

1938. Under a storm damage appropriation of the Coast Guard,
early in the year two pairs of large doors, formerly used on the Nag's
Head Station, were removed for use at Little Kinnakeet. In May the
Norfolk Division commander notified the commandant that the cistern water
at Little Kinnakeet was being spoiled by salt water seepage. He
recommended that two wooden tanks be installed at the station. Other
work called for painting the interior and exterior of the building "in
strict accordance" with Coast Guard guidelines. In June efforts were
made to deal with the termite problem by spraying the inside of the
station with creosote with the hope that the insects would be Kkilled.
Repairs completed on the structure involved replastering some of the walls
and installing hardware of unspecified nature at a cost of $652.58. A
short time after this work was accomplished, however, the Little
Kinnakeet Station was closed. "All men and activities" were transferred
to the Big Kinnakeet Station.(40)

39. Log entires for April 28, 29, June 2, and September 8, 1936. NA,
RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1933-1936"; Log
entries for March 11, August 7, and October 26, 1937. NA, RG 26.
Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1937-1938."

40. Hite to Commander, Seventh District, January 12, 1938. NA,
RG 26. Microfilm copy in the files of CAHA; Log entires for February 9
and June 23, 1938. NA, RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder, "Little
Kinnakeet Logs, 1937-1938"; Commander, Norfolk Division, to
Commandant, May 3, 1938. NA, RG 26. Microfilm copy in the files of
CAHA; Commander, Seventh District, to Commandant, May 6, 1938.
Ibid.; Commander, Norfolk Division, to Commandant, July 8, 1938.
%.; Commandant to Officer in Charge, Little Kinnakeet, July 18, 1938.
I1bid.
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1940s. The Little Kinnakeet Station lay dormant over the next few
years. During World War II the complex was reactivated for use as a
lifeboat station, and in January, 1943, an official "plat plan" was
prepared. But the station remained inactive as late as December, 1944,
and major renovation of the property did not occur until 1945, when many
of the recommendations i)roposed years earlier were implemented. Besides
the addition of two large wooden tanks, which were set upon a concrete
support raised adjacent to the north rear of the building, the principal
change comprised the installation of a lighting and heating plant facility
at the north side of the west end of the station. This construction
required the removal of the remainder of the west side porch. That part
of the veranda became enclosed as a prolongation of the crewmen's
lavatory and toilet, an alteration that required the relocation of a window
in the west end of the crew sleeping room to a new position at the north
end of the new toilet addition.

The plant facility, which partly adjoined the lavatory, measured 21
feet 6 inches long (east-west) by approximately 18 feet long
(north-south). In the southwest corner was a coal bin, 8 feet 2 inches
by about 10 feet. Across from the coal bin, in the southeast section,
was the heater, or furnace room, which also contained a hot water
heater, storage tank, and new chimney. The north half of the addition
contained the generator room, complete with generators and battery racks
for storing the charge. The plant facility had a concrete floor. Doors
were located on the north and south sides, and a hinged coal door was on
the west side near the southwest corner. The plant addition required a
new roof addition. This was built to conform to the building's existing
hip style and was covered with wood shingles. A 6-inch-wide galvanized
metal gutter encompassed the plant addition roof as it did that of the rest
of the building. A concrete cap topped the new chimney.(41)

41. "Little Kinnakeet Station. Proposed Alterations & Additions,"
March 19, 1945. 3 sheets. Copy in the map file of CAHA.
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In consequence of the plant facility, electric light fixtures were
placed throughout the building. At the same time as this construction
took place, other modifications were made to the station. With the
northward extension of the crew lavatory, a partition was shifted about 2
feet north from the former south end of the room. This change allowed
greater space for the toilet of the officer-in-charge, whose bedroom
adjoined to the south. On completion of the work, the crew lavatory
room contained two toilets, two showers, and two sinks, and a new
window was installed in the west wall. A new floor, covered with
linoleum, replaced that of the former porch. The toilet of the
officer-in-charge likewise contained a shower as well as a sink. His
bedroom had a closet, with door, built in the northwest corner, as well
as a new linoleum floor. In the crew sleeping room minor changes were
made, consisting of placement of linoleum flooring and removal of an
ordnance locker from the northeast corner of the room. Similarly,
linoleum was laid in the assembly room, now called the day room, and in
the office, where the ordnance locker was relocated in the northeast
corner. Changes in the pump room, located beneath the room of the
officer-in-charge, included replacement of a gasoline-powered pump with
two electric water pumps placed on a concrete base 2 feet high, and
installation of a 220-gallon pressure tank.(42)

Beyond the addition of electric light fixtures, few changes were
made to the second floor dormitory, despite earlier calls for its
partitioning into rooms. A new wood floor was proposed, and this,
perhaps, was completed. In the spare bedroom beneath the watch tower
room, two shower stalls previously installed were removed, while the
watch tower room floor received a new linoleum surface. Outside the
station near the northwest corner a new two-unit lidded septic tank was
placed, connected to the building via a 4-inch line. A drainage field
adjoined the tank running in a northwestwardly direction. (43)

42. Ibid.
43. Ibid.
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1950s and after. In March, 1949, a new wiring layout was approved

for the Little Kinnakeet Station, and installation was completed either late
that year or early in 1950. The new layout involved few changes from
the wiring indicated on the 1945 plot (footnote no. 40, above). When
installed, the various components contained lights as follows:(44)

Downstairs:

Crew Bedroom 40-watt lights
Assembly Room 100-watt lights
Hall 40-watt light
Office 100-watt light

Officer-in-Charge Room
Officer-in-Charge Bathroom
Crew Lavatory

Porch

60-watt light
60-watt light
60-watt lights
40-watt lights

QN == D)W

Power Plant:
Equipment Room 2 40-watt lights

Generator Room 1 60-watt light

Boiler Room 1 60-watt light
Upstairs:

Loft Dormitory 5 40-watt lights

Spare Bedroom 1 60-watt light

1 25-watt light

Watch Tower 1 40-watt light

When the Coast Guard finally deactivated Little Kinnakeet in 1954 the
National Park Service at Cape Hatteras National Seashore acquired the
complex under a revocable permit of unspecified duration. Soon after the
transfer the coal burning plant in the station was converted to oil and
the station became used as a quarters for National Park Service
employees, a function that continued until at least 1967.(45) In February

44. "Little Kinnakeet Lifeboat Station Wiring Layout," January 13, 1950.
Copy in the map file at CAHA.

45. Torres, Historic Resource Study, p. 140; Granville B. Liles to
Director, National park Service, August 24, 1967. NPS records in the
History Division. "Cape Hatteras National Seashore," Box 1. In March,
1954, an interesting incident took place near Little Kinnakeet when a
Marine Corps jet fighter, out of fuel, made an emergency landing on the
packed sand near the station. The plane had to be disassembled to be
removed. NA, RG 79. Records of the National Park Service. Accession
No. 66A0231/15 16/07: 26-1-1.
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and March, 1963, the building served as an emergency school during the
time Ash Wednesday Inlet was open. During the latter month members of
the Cape Hatteras National Seashore staff helped the children with a
conservation project involving the planting of trees in the area.
Meantime, with minimal maintenance being performed on the station
building, its fabric continued to deteriorate.(46) A 1967 memorandum
alluded to the deteriorating interior of the 1904 building, although in
later years certain preservation measures were underway. In 1977, for
example, the roof of the structure was reshingled. Soon after, the Little
Kinnakeet complex was surrounded by a 7-foot-high chain link fence.
And in 1982 the Park Service installed new piering beneath the 1904
structure. Further, in 1983 the building was tented and fumigated
against infestation.(47) Two vyears later safety concerns dictated the
removal of the two large water tanks from their crumbling concrete
platform.

46. Superintendent's Monthly Narrative Report, November, 1955. NA,
RG 79. Accession No. 66A231/15 16/07:26-1-1. Box 15, Folder A2823,
Part 2, CAHA,; Superintendent's Monthly Narrative Report, March, 1963.
NA, RG 79. Accession No. 68A0359. Box 4; Photograph by C.L.
Gifford, February 20, 1963. Copy in the files of CAHA. A search of
National Park Service records in the National Archives (Accession Nos.
66A0231, 66A9061, 68A0359, and 69A7614), particularly the
Superintendent's Monthly Narrative Reports for the period 1954 through
1967 revealed negligible information regarding park service maintenance of
the Little Kinnakeet complex.

47. Granville B. Liles to Director, National Park Service, August 24,
1967. National Park Service Records in the History Division, WASO.
"Cape Hatteras National Seashore," Box 1; Verbal recollections of former
superintendent William A. Harris to the writer, December, 1986.

54




C. The 1892 Cook House--Construction and Maintenance
The cook house erected late in 1892 served crewmen throughout

the remaining active history of the Little Kinnakeet Station. Construction
of a new cook house facility, separate from that in the 1874 station, got
underway in the autumn with the arrival of two doors, three windows,
two locks, four flues, lumber, cement, and nails for use in building the
structure. In November, Keeper Hooper sought a job foreman from the
Gull Shoal Station to head the project, and by early December the new
building stood complete.(1) The reason for the construction of cook
houses at the southern stations was comfort. As General Superintendent
Kimball explained:

Authority was given for the erection of these cook-houses solely
because it was represented that in that warm climate the
presence and use of the cook-stoves in the living room of the
station during the warm months of the active season, viz:
September and April of each year which is the only place men
have for a sitting room, makes it so hot that it is almost
unbearable. (2)

As built, the cook house, which contained a kitchen as well as a mess
room dining area, measured 18 feet long by 12 feet wide. According to
later drawings, a chimney was located inside the building at one end and
a window at the other. One window and one door were in each of the
remaining two sides. A doorstep was at each entrance. In exterior
appearance the cook house approximated that of the 1874 station; it had a

1. Log entries for October 14, November 15, and 19, and December 2,
1892. NA, RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs,
1890-1893."

2. Kimball to Superintendent, Sixth District, December 29, 1892. NA,
RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "6th District - Repairs & Construction."
Other reasons for building the cook house were as follows: "It will cause
the cook-stoves to last twice as long, a fire would be run from 6 to 8
hours per day in the Cook-house, while if used for warming purposes, a
constant fire day and night is run in them about five months. It is also
impossible to keep the station walls free from smoke, and mess room floor
free from grease. There are also millions of flies about four months of
the season in the cook rooms." Etheridge to Kimball, January 2, 1893.
Ibid.
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shingled gable roof and board and batten siding. It is not known if it
was adorned with ornamental scrollwork.(3) Probably the color of the
outside was the same as that of the station. Kimball denied a proposal to
purchase heating stoves for the former mess rooms now converted into
station sitting rooms, requiring that the cook stoves instead be removed
back to the station proper during the cold season. When District
Superintendent J.W. Etheridge urged that the cook houses be painted
inside and out "as early as possible" at a projected cost of $20 per
station, Kimball, citing limited appropriations, countered that only the
exterior of the structures be immediately painted.(4) Probably the cook
house was built a short distance away from the station. A ca. 1890s
photo shows a structure with a shingled gable roof standing several yards
beyond the 1885 lean-to addition. Although unidentified, it is possible
that this building was the new cook house.

In April, 1893, the crew at Little Kinnakeet painted the window
frames of the new cook house. Early the next year rising waters forced
relocation of the cook house, along with the station and outbuildings, a
short distance inland. In April, 1897, plans for painting the interior of
the cook house failed when Hooper discovered that he lacked enough
white lead for the job. In September, 1898, however, Hooper succeeded
in building new steps for the entrance to the structure.(5)

1900s. In April, 1900, on the direction of Assistant Superintendent
of Construction Andre Fourchey, the crew placed new lights in the

3. "Little Kinnakeet L.B. Station, Proposed Alterations & Additions,"
March 19, 1945. Copy in the map file of CAHA; Photograph, "Little
Kinnakeet Station," March 9, 1934. Fifth C. G. Dist. Copy in the files
of CAHA. v

4. Kimball to Superintendent, Sixth District, December 29, 1892.
Ibid.; Etheridge to Kimball, December 20, 1892. Ibid.

5. Log entry for April 5, 1893. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder,
"Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1890-1893"; Hooper to Lieutenant J.C. Cantwell,
April 29, 1897. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet
Inspection Reports"; Log entry for September 28, 1898. NA, RG 26.
Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1894-1899."
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windows of the cook house, a project followed the next month by the
rehanging of the doors of the structure. In May, 1903, an inspector
proposed that the building be moved, along with the others, a distance of
about 1050 feet southwest to the site selected for erecting the new
station. Actual relocation began on May 28, 1904, and lasted five days.
At the new site the cook house was raised on blocks.(6)

For many years after construction of the 1904 station building at
Little Kinnakeet, the cook house raised in 1892, moved to the new site,
continued to serve the needs of the crew. In May, 1907, the building
exterior was painted, and in October, 1908, the crew repaired one of the
doorsteps. The building was occasionally modified, such as with the
apparent addition of screen doors and windows in 1909. A severe
windstorm early in 1910 struck Little Kinnakeet and broke the glass in
the door on the west side of the cookhouse. In April, 1912, the kitchen
cupboards were painted, although later that year an inspecting officer
remarked that "the kitchen needs painting."(7) Unspecified repairs were
made to the cook house in January, 1913, and in May the crew engaged
"in scraping kitchen & running flue to kitchen."(8)

In 1914 it became evident that Life-Saving Service officials planned
to keep on using the old cook house as an economy measure. In October,
Superintendent of Construction John A. Randall wrote:

6. Log entries for May 25, 28, June 2, and July 19, 1904. NA, RG 26.
Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1900-1904."

7. Inspection reports, September 28, 1909, and October 5, 1912. NA,
RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "7th District Inspection Reports,
1908-1912"; Log entries for May 6, 1907, and October 29, 1908. NA,
RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1905-1909"; Log
entries for January 29, 1910, and April 3, 1912. NA, RG 26. Copies in
CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1910-1915." See also inspection
report, January 15, 1913. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "7th
District Inspection Reports, 1913-1915."

8. "Requisition for Repairs," January 27, 1913. NA, RG 26. Copy in

CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Repairs"; Log entry for May 2, 1913.
NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1910-1915."
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The kitchen [at Little Kinnakeet] is one of the old kitchens,
but it will last for several years as it is, and I would
recommend that no more repairs be made on it, but that when it
gets past use as it is, that a new one be built, to conform with
the architecture of the other buildings.(9)

This view prevailed. In September, 1915, it was noted that the flooring
in the kitchen and mess room had worn through and required
replacement, but it was not until the spring of the following year that the
firm of Evans & Meekins of Manteo received a contract for completing this
work at a cost of $44.18. The inside of the cook house was painted again
in February, 1918.(10)

1920s. Little if any maintenance was performed on the old cook
house in the following years. Late in 1923 some cracked or broken
window panes were replaced, and in April, 1924, the kitchen windows
were puttied and painted. Two years later the inside of the kitchen
received another coat of paint. And in October, 1928, the crew scraped
the paint inside the kitchen.(11)

1930s. In April, 1931, a major repair was necessary after the
kitchen chimney burst, requiring that part of the ceiling be removed and
replaced. At the same time the Seventh District commander urged that the
entire kitchen be re-ceiled. Apparently the Elizabeth City firm of Kramer

9. Randall to Kimball, October 14, 1914. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "Little Kinnakeet Repairs."

10. Inspection report, September 27, 1915. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "7th District Inspection Reports, 1913-1915"; Superintendent,
Seventh District, to Commandant, April 29, 1916. NA, RG 26. Copy in
CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Repairs"; Log entry for February 13,
1918. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs,
1916-1920."

11. Superintendent, Seventh District, to Commandant, December 31,
1923. NA, RG 26. Microfilm copy in the files of CAHA; Log entry for
April 16, 1924. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet
Logs, 1921-1924"; Log entries for April 28, 1926, and March 28, 1928.
NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1925-1929."
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Brothers entered a successful bid of $64.39 to complete this work. The
log entries for May 21 and 26, 1931, however indicate that the crew spent
six and one-half hours repairing the cook house. On June 8 the men
painted the interior of the structure.(12)

Similar activity involving the cook house continued in 1932. During
February the crew built a new cupboard in the kitchen.(13) But the old
building was clearly in decline. Late the following year Lieutenant
Commander McCabe, who inspected Little Kinnakeet, wrote of the kitchen
and messroom: "Outside appearance is good and building well painted but
is old and should be renewed or renovated. This building is shingled
outside similar to main building."(14) Soon after this evaluation was
completed, Officer-in-Charge Clarence P. Brady suggested that the
kitchen might be moved and used for a store room, and that the
downstairs sleeping quarters in the station be used as a new kitchen and
mess room. Nothing came of this proposal. In October the crew
repainted the ceiling in the kitchen. Minor improvements were made to
the cook house over the next few years. Metal strips were laid on the
kitchen floor in April, 1936, and a cesspool for the kitchen sink was
installed in September, 1937. Less than a year after that the station was
deactivated. (15)

12. Commander, Seventh District, to Commandant, April 14, 1931. NA,
RG 26. Microfilm copy in the files of CAHA; Log entries for May 21, 26,
and June 8, 1931. NA, RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet
Logs, 1930-1932."

13. Log entry for February 1, 1932. Ibid.

14. Inspection report, December 7, 1933. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "Little Kinnakeet Inspection Reports."

15. Brady to Inspector in Chief, January 1, 1934. NA, RG 26. Copy
in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Inspection Reports"; Log entry for
October 3(?), 1934, and April 1, 1936. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1933-1936"; Log entry for September 8,
1937. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs,
1937-1938."
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1940s. Preparatory to reactivating the Little Kinnakeet Station, a
plot plan was prepared in January, 1943, that showed a projected mess
room addition built on the south end of the cook house. The old building
was apparently to be used solely as a kitchen, or "galley."(16) Less
than two years later formal drawings of proposed alterations and additions
showed a slight change in the planned addition to the cook house. As
projected, and shortly built, the south end of the building was extended
12 feet to form a "new mess hall." The window in the south end of the
cook house was relocated to the west side of the addition, while two more
windows were built in the new south wall. Another window and a door
were placed in the east wall. All but a few feet of the original cook
house south wall was demolished in making the extension; that which
remained framed a large passageway between the new area and the old.
Floors in both sections received new linoleum. The exterior of the
addition was covered with board and batten in a manner to replicate that
on the original structure. According to plan, the kitchen was to be
furnished with a hot water tank, a new sink, a cupboard and counter, .
and a "South Coal Range." A refrigerator was to stand in the northwest
corner of the mess hall.(17) This was probably the way the building
existed when the Coast Guard decommissioned Little Kinnakeet a few years
later. By June, 1960, the old cook house was being used for
storage.(18)

16. "Little Kinnakeet Lifeboat Station Plot Plan," January 28, 1943.
Copy in the map file of CAHA.

17. "Little Kinnakeet L.B. Station, Proposed Alterations & Additions,"
March 19, 1945. Copy in the map file of CAHA; Photograph, "Little
Kinnakeet Lifeboat Sta. #171, Avon, N.C., 5th CG Dist.," November 11,
1951. Copy in the files of CAHA.

18. "Water Rights & Utility Plans, Little Kinnakeet," June 1, 1960.
Copy in map file of CAHA.
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D. Associated Structures
1. Structures Associated with the 1874 Station
The 1874 station appears to have been built as a
self-contained unit to include not only the sleeping quarters of keeper
and crew but a mess room and Kkitchen facilities as well. Consequently,
few references to collateral structures during the early days have been
encountered. As the years passed, however, and as the station grew too

small to accommodate the needs of the service, associate structures were
built nearby to fulfill a variety of purposes related directly or indirectly
to its operation. Known outbuildings and other structures that, in
addition to the 1874 station and the 1892 cook house, composed the Little
Kinnakeet complex, 1874-1904, were as follows:

Keeper's house, ca. 1884

Flagstaff, 1884

Dwelling houses, ca. 1887 (undetermined number)

Outhouse privy (water closet), late 1880s

Oil House, April, 1888

Wooden tank cisterns (probably two), ca. 1880s

Wells, at least two at individually separate times

Tank House, November, 1890

Provision House, ca. early 1890s

Landing House, ca. 1890s

1880s. Perhaps the earliest recorded reference to an associative
building at Little Kinnakeet was that made in the daily register on
November 22, 1883, pertaining to "painting the Station and the other
house." Identification of the "other house" was not given. On June 30,
1884, Keeper Hooper traveled to New Bern to purchase lumber for
erecting "a dwelling house near the Station by per mition [sic] of the
Dist Supt." This, probably, was to serve as the keeper's residence,
thereby leaving the keeper's quarters of the station free for other uses.
In August, 1884, a flagstaff was raised near the station at a cost of

$22.45.(1)

1. Log entry for November 22, 1883. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1881-1886"; Log entries for April 25,
June 30, and September 2, 1884. Ibid.; "Voucher for Purchases, etc.,"
approved December, 1884. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little
Kinnakeet Repairs."
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By 1887 several dwelling houses stood at Little Kinnakeet not far
from the station. In the early morning of August 20 a hurricane struck
the outer banks, knocking down miles of telegraph poles as well as
"blowing about (1/3) one third of the dwellings of Little Kinnakeet of[f]
the blocks and to pieces. . . ." The storm also tossed canoes and
damaged boats before it subsided, all in all necessitating many repairs to
property.(2) Other outbuildings noted as standing near the station in
the late 1880s consisted of an outhouse, around which the crew placed
shells in April, 1888, and an oil house erected during that month. In
May an inspector recommended replacing the wooden tank cisterns at
Little Kinnakeet with ones of brick.(3)

1890s. Besides the cisterns, the crew also obtained water from a
well, which, because of the frequently blowing sand, seems to have
required cleaning somewhat regularly. The daily logs contain mention of
the crew having "engaged in heaving sand away from around the oile
[sic] house and well." On November 12, 1890, the Superintendent of
Construction reached the station with five carpenters and began erecting
a water tank house. Six days later the crew painted the finished
structure, a procedure that consumed two gallons of linseed o0il.(4) A
photograph of the station apparently taken in the 1890s shows what
appears to be the tank house immediately adjacent to the rear of the
building. The structure seems to have had dimensions of approximately
10 feet square and 12 or 13 feet high. It was of wood frame construction
with shingled gable roof and vertical board siding and stood on wooden
piers. The sole visible opening in the building was a louvered ventilator

2. Log entries for August 20, and November 1, 1887. NA, RG 26.
Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1887-1889."

3. Log entries for April 18, 19, and 24, 1888. Ibid.; Assistant
Inspector, Sixth District, to Kimball, May 31, 1888. NA, RG 26. Copy
in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet-Miscellaneous."

4. Log entries for April 10, October 1, and November 12, 18, and 24,

1890. NA, RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs,
1890-1893."
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near the gable. Pipes leading from the gutters of the station ran into
the building and likely into a tank within.

Maintenance of the wvarious outbuildings continued through the
decade. The well often required repairs and cleaning. In April, 1891,
the surfmen whitewashed the outhouse, and in September, 1892, they
installed new blocks beneath the oil house.(5) In April, 1893, the crew
whitewashed "the Oil House and Provision House," the latter perhaps only
recently erected. A few days later the crew painted the water tank, and
whitewashed the o0il house and provision house. In October they
scattered shells between the station and the cook house and laid a walk
between the buildings.(6) Early the next year rising waters forced the
removal of the tank house, privy, and flagstaff, along with the station, a
short distance inland. The move ultimately required that the well be
relocated and rebuilt, which was done in August, 1895. Fifteen months
later the crew assisted Keeper Hooper in shingling his nearby house.
Early in February, 1899, the flagstaff was relocated along the sandy
beach on a hill 147 feet south of the station. Other changes to the
outbuildings involved the reshingling of the oilhouse; rebuilding a landing
house that had been destroyed by an August, 1899, storm; and removing
a surfman's dwelling house 200 yards inland from the station. The
above-mentioned storm also carried off the privy, described as a "water
closet," and lifted the oil house and store room (provision house?) from
their foundations. A board walk was washed away, too, while the newly
installed flagstaff was listed 30 degrees by the gale force wind.(7)

5. Log entries for February 11 and April 23, 1891, and September 1,
1892. NA, RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs,
1890-1893."

6. Log entries for April 16 and October 2, 1893. NA, RG 26. Copies
in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1890-1893."

7. "Proposal for Station &c. for the U.S. Life-Saving Service,"
February 4, 1894. NA, :G 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet
"Repairs"; Log entries for August 2, 1895; November 17, 1894;
February 2, April 26, November 2 and 23, 1899. Copies in CAHA folder,
"Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1894-1899"; Hooper to P.H. Morgan,
Superintendent, Sixth District, February 4, 1899. NA, RG 26. Copy in
(Continued)
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1900s. Work on replacing the privy began late in March, 1900, on
arrival at Little Kinnakeet of Assistant Superintendent of Construction
Fourchy. By March 26 the water closet was seemingly complete when the
crew cleaned the metal equipments for the unit. A month later, on
direction of Fourchey, the crew painted the trim of the newly installed
water closet. In May they cleaned and cemented the water tank. The
tank received additional coats of cement in September. And in October,
1901, the crew was employed shingling the dwelling house of Keeper
Hooper. (8)

As sentiment grew for building a new station during the first years
of the new century, maintenance continued on the outbuildings of the
1874 station. In December, 1902, the surfmen whitewashed the oil house
and the provision house, and in April, 1903 they "engaged in putting
blocks and brace under tank house to hold tank up, sills and sleapers
[sic]." The following month an inspector recommended that the privy,
and tank house (with tank) be moved, along with the old station and cook
house, to a site some 1050 feet southwest where a new station and boat
house were to be erected. Cost for moving the outbuildings was
estimated at $250. On May 25, 1904, the flagstaff and water closet were
moved to the designated site. By July 19 the contractor had moved the
tank house and it had been raised on blocks. The drill pole was moved
to the new site on August 1, and during the autumn the crew carted rock
from the old location to help stabilize the structures.(9)

Following the construction of the new station in 1904 the outbuildings
associated with the old 1874 station appear to have been gradually

7. (Cont.) CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet-Miscellaneous"; Inspection
report, September 15, 1899. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "6th
District Inspection Reports, 1890-1902."

8. Log entries for March 22, 26, April 25, May 7, 23, 24, September
11, 1900, and October 15, 1901. NA, RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder,
"Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1900-1904."

9. Log entries for December 10, 1902, April 23, 1903, May 25, July 19,

August 1, and October 13, 1904. 1Ibid.; Abbey to Kimball, May 12, 1903.
NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Construction."
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replaced or used for other purposes. Consequently, much of the late
history of these routine structures remains unknown and is undoubtedly
lost. The old oil house, for example, was moved out along the beach in
1906 to serve as a watch house for surfmen on beach patrol.(10)

2.  Structures Associated with the 1904 Station
A number of adjunct structures have been identified as
having been affiliated with the operation of the Little Kinnakeet Station

since 1904, some of which evidently carried over their associative
functions with the first station. So far as can be determined, besides
the station and cook house buildings, the structures composing the
station complex, 1904-1954, together with their approximate dates of
construction, consisted of the following:

Dwelling house, mentioned in 1905

Privy, mentioned in 1906. New foundation built September, 1920
Stables, mentioned in 1906

Water tank of 1874 station, moved in 1904

Boat landing house, ca. 1904 (dismantled 1936)

Flagstaff, ca. 1904 (moved from old site?)

Concrete walk between station and cook house, 1919

Hog wire fence around station, 1924

Concrete walks, 1924

Fence around 1874 station, 1927

Picket fence, 1934

Stable and corral mentioned in 1943 plot plan

Drill pole mentioned in 1943 plot plan (moved in 1904 from old site?)
Gasoline pump mentioned in 1943 plot plan

Signal tower, ca. 1938; removed by 1954

Hose reel and fire pump, mentioned in 1943 plot plan

Loading ramp and platform, ca. 1953

1900s. Most of buildings formerly situated near the 1874 station
were moved to the site of the new station in 1904. It is not known
whether these included the several dwelling houses formerly erected by
and for members of the crew. In any event, at least one such dwelling
existed near the new site in 1905, for in October it caught fire. With the
help of the crew and equipment from the station, the blaze in the home of

10. Log entry for March 6, 1906. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder,
"Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1905-1909."
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"J.A. Farrow Surfman No. 3" was quickly extinguished.(11) A year later
an inspector visiting Little Kinnakeet made reference to a privy and
stables that stood "at least 150 yards from the station." He further
observed that "several of the crew live in the vicinity of the station and
have pump wells. . . ."(12) In an effort to forestall erosion at the new
site, the crew planted bushes around the boathouse and packed their
bases with sand. On March 14, 1907, they cemented the inside of the
tank to the 1874 station. And in late September and October, 1908, the
men filled a low spot lying between the station and the cookhouse with
sand and seaweed. Early in 1910 a hurricane-force wind knocked a
window light from the privy, and a few months later the crew completed
painting the tank house.(13)

1910s. Routine maintenance continued. In January, 1910, the crew
received material to repair boat inclines, evidently on a boat landing
house erected near the ocean's edge, probably about 1904. And in April,
1913, the walk running between the station and the cook house was
repaired, an event followed soon after by the erection of a new boat brow
on the boathouse. The night of September 2nd was so windy that the
water closet was knocked down along with the flagstaff, the topmast of
which broke into five pieces.(14) Late in 1918 plans were made to build

11. Log entry for October 12, 1905. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1905-1909." Judging from photographs
taken in 1934, 1935, and 1936, two frame dwelling houses, plus a large
shed, stood about 100 yards northeast of the station. See photographs
taken March 9, 1934, May 2, 1935, and June 24, 1936, in the files of
CAHA.

12. Inspection report, October 17, 1906. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "7th District Inspection Reports, 1904-1907."

13. Log entries for April 1, 1905, March 14, 1907, and September 30 and
October 29, 1908. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet
Logs, 1905-1909"; Log entries for January 29, and April 29, 1910. NA,
RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1910-1915."

14. Log entries for April 17 and September 3, 1913. NA, RG 26.
Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1910-1915."
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a fence around the station complex, but the work was delayed pending
the lowering of the cost of materials. On February 18, 1919, the crew
laid a concrete walk to the kitchen from the station.(15)

1920s. In May, 1920, the crewmen spread gravel around the cook
house. Six months later an inspector reported that the boathouse incline
on the northwest side needed rebuilding and that a fence was still needed
to protect grass recently planted on the station lawn. In September,
1920, the crew built a foundation under the "station toilet.” The
long-sought fence around the station was apparently under construction
in February, 1924, and seems to have consisted of intervally spaced posts
joined by a top rail to which hog wire was attached. During the same
month the crew hauled sand to the station for filling in the yard. That
September cement walks were laid across the yard. According to a 1935
plat drawing, the walks extended from all entrances of the station and
consisted of one each on the east, south, and west sides. That on the
west ran back to the cook house and beyond, while near the house an
extension ran off to the north. The south and west sidewalks were
joined by an extension running around the southwest corner of the
station which joined the west walk before diverging south and west
around the cookhouse. In June, 1927, the men spent an afternoon
painting trim on the boat house, then a few weeks later painted the
flagstaff and the fence around the station. On November 10, 1927,
another fence was built around the 1874 station, now used as a
stable.(16) Similar activities continued during the late twenties and

15. Commandant to Superintendent, Seventh District, November 21, 1918.
NA, RG 26. Microfilm copy in the files of CAHA; Log entry for
February 18, 1919. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet
Logs, 1916-1920."

16. Log entry for May 17, 1920. Ibid.; Inspection report, November 16,
1920. NA, RG 26. Microfilm copy in the files of CAHA; Log entries for
September 20, 1922, February 4, 21, and September 2, 1924. NA,
RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1921-1924"; "U.S.
Coast Guard, Little Kinnakeet Site Plan," March, 1933. Copy in the map
files of CAHA. Log entries for June 10, 27, and November 10, 1927.
NA, RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1925-1929."
For views of the fence erected in 1924, see photographs taken in March,
1934, in the files of CAHA.
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included introducing more sand and turf to grade the yard in April,
1929. In November of the latter year the crew completed repairs to the
incline to the boat house.(17)

1930s. Customary maintenance procedures continued on the station's
outbuildings through the decade. Grading of the property proceeded in
April, 1931, when more sand was hauled into the station yard. Less than
a year later the crew occupied one afternoon planting trees in the yard.
In a storm that struck the area on Sunday, March 6, 1932, the drill pole
and outhouse were flooded out and the station was left surrounded by
water. More trees were planted in January, 1933, and during the
following March the crew worked on a wood rack, either repairing or
building one for the station. The following July they spent time touching
up paint on the boathouse, whose condition in December was described as
"good."(18) The outhouse privy "was blown to pieces" in a hurricane
that hit Little Kinnakeet in September, 1933. It "was pieced together and
placed at a great distance from station by reason of not being
sanitary."(19) An inspector noted that the privy was "over 1500 yards
from station over drifted sand, a pieced together affair with no door, and
an eyesore to the station."(20) He further suggested that the boathouse
situated on the beach, be moved to the station.(21)

In January, 1934, the officer-in-charge at Little Kinnakeet reported
that a new wire fence had been requested for the station. The fence

17. Log entries for March 28, 1928, April 1 and November 14, 1929.
Ibid.

18. Log entires for June 10, 1930, April 9, 1931, and March 3, 6, 1932.
NA, RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1930-1932";
Log entry for July 5, 1933. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little
Kinnakeet Logs, 1933-1936"; Inspection report, December 7, 1933. NA,
RG 26. Copy in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Inspection Reports."
19. McCabe to Inspector, Eastern Area, May 15, 1934. 1Ibid.

20. Ibid. The estimate of distance is probably incorrect.

21. 1Ibid.
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completed on August 7 of that year to replace that of posts and hog wire,
however, was of pickets and enclosed the station and cook house. In
September it was painted white. On October 17, the crew engaged in
building a coal bin, evidently for use in conjunction with the station's
heating stoves.(22) In November, Inspector McCabe reported that the
privy had once more blown down and that "the men are now using the
privy belonging to a house adjoining the Government property." "A new
toilet is to be built . . . in the near future."(23) Instead, however,
indoor water closets were installed in the station building. The inspector
also observed that the boathouse "is still set on the beach and in the
same condition as previously reported."(24) The boathouse remained on
the beach wuntil December, 1936, when the crew dismantled it. In
January, 1937, the men utilized "motor truck No. 1215" in hauling the
lumber from the beach to the station, although apparently the boathouse
was not reconstituted before the station was decommissioned. Later that
year the crew put in a cesspool for the kitchen sink, and during the
first part of 1938 they planted shrubbery, painted the picket fence
surrounding the station, and touched up the paint on the drill pole
before departing Little Kinnakeet in July.(25)

1940s. A plot plan drawn for Little Kinnakeet in March, 1943,
evidently when reactivation of the station had been decided upon, showed

22. Inspection report, January 1, 1934. Ibid.; Log entries for
August 7, September 14, and October 17, 1934. NA, RG 26. Copies in
CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1933-1934"; photographs taken
May 2, 1935 in the files of CAHA.

23. Inspection report, November 20, 1934. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "Little Kinnakeet Inspection Reports."

24. 1bid.

25. Log entry for December 28, 1936. NA, RG 26. Copy in CAHA
folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1933-1936"; Log entries for January 18,
February 4, and September 8, 1937. NA, RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder,
"Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1937-1938"; Division Civil Engineer Philip Levine
to Commandant, November 8, 1937. NA, RG 26. Microfilm copy in the
files of CAHA; Log entries for February 9, May 2 and 10, 1938. NA,
RG 26. Copies in CAHA folder, "Little Kinnakeet Logs, 1937-1938."
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the location of several associated structures. The plan showed the old
privy west and slightly north of the 1874 station, roughly 500 feet from
the 1904 station. Southwest from the privy and about 500 feet distant
stood a stable with a corral approximately 210 feet square. One hundred
feet north of the stable was a gasoline pump, while about 275 feet east of
the stable stood the drill pole, with which the crew practiced rescue
maneuvers. Little more than 100 feet south of the station watch tower
was a signal tower, while on the north side of the station, between it and
the house, were kept a hose reel and fire pump. It is not known
whether the stable and corral shown on the plan were ever
constructed. (26)

When the station was reopened in 1945, along with the additions to
the station building and the cook house there were repairs to existing
facilities. These included repairing the fence around the station complex
as well as fixing the concrete walks about the premises. The
construction of the heating and lighting plant required the removal of the
northward running walk from the northwest corner of the station; at the
same time the walk running diagonally from the watch tower corner to join
that running between the station and the cook house, was extended to
the north end of the cook house.(27) A photograph taken in the early
1950s indicates that the Coast Guard signal tower had been removed but
that the drill pole remained. In addition, a few yards west of the 1874
station a loading ramp and platform had been constructed. (28)

26. "Little Kinnakeet Lifeboat Station Plot Plan," January 28, 1943.
Copy in the map files of CAHA. The signal tower appears in a
photograph taken December 5, 1944. This picture also shows what seems
to be a privy about 100 feet north of the east side of the complex. Copy
in the files of CAHA.

27. "Little Kinnakeet L.B. Station, Proposed Alterations & Additions,"
March 19, 1945. Copy in the map file of CAHA.

28. Photographs dated November 4, 1951, and October 4, 1954. Copies
in the files of CAHA.
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APPENDIX A

Specifications of Labor and Materials Required to Erect
And Complete a Life-Saving Station [ca. 1873]
(NA, RG 26. Copy in the files of CAHA.)

CARPENTER'S WORK

Dimensions.

All measurements are to be strictly as figured on the plans; but
should the figured measurements be found to differ from the measurement
per scale, the same shall be referred to the Superintendent for
correction.

Timber.

All the timber for the foundation floor is to be of good sound pine.
The sills are to be six by eight (6 by 8) inches, laid on the flat. The
summer through the centre to be four by eight (4 by 8) inches, laid on
the flat. The beams are to be three by eight (3 by 8) inches, placed
twenty inches from centres and halved on to the sills, and well spiked to
the sills and to all studs where possible. All the timber above the first
story floor is to be of good sound pine, free from every objectionable
imperfection. The corner and centre posts are to be four by eight (4 by
8) inches; all window and door studs four by four (4 by 4) inches. The
ties and wall plates four by four (4 by 4) inches. The beams for the
second floor are to be three by eight (3 by 8) inches, placed twenty
inches from centres. Two lines of nailing girts are to be cut in between
the studding for the first story, and one line on the second story; these
girts to be three by three (3 by 3) inches pine. Three by six (3 by 6)
inch braces are to be framed or dovetailed into all angles that will admit.
The rafters are three by six (3 by 6) inches, placed two feet from
centres, with a two by six (2 by 6) inch collar beam, dovetailed each end
to all the rafters, eight feet above the floor of the loft. All the above
timber is to be planed all round and chamfered on all exposed corners;
and short sills placed to foot the braces upon, as shown on the plans.

Framing.

The whole is to be thoroughly framed, pinned, and spiked together
in the most workmanlike manner; the joints all cut square and drawn tight
on the inside.
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Enclosing.

The building is to be boarded with 4%-inch tongued and grooved
pine boards one inch thick, beaded and placed face side in, securely
nailed to every girt, brace, post, stud, and tie on an angle of forty-five
degrees. The outside of these boards to be covered with two thicknesses
rosin-sized fire-proof sheathing paper held in place by a strip of pine,
two inches wide and half inch thick, nailed over each nailing girt, tie,
and plate. The outside to be boarded with 4%-inch-beaded pine boards
one inch thick, of good sound knotted quality, tongued and grooved and
placed "up and down," and thoroughly nailed through into every strip,
and all the joints to be white-leaded before nailing up.

Roofing.

The rafters to be covered with 4%-inch wide, tongued and grooved
beaded pine ceiling boards, laid face side down, and the outside of these
boards with one thickness of "Johns's asbestos roofing felt," and over the
felt 1% by 2-inch shingling laths to be nailed. The roof to be shingled
with best sawed cedar or cypress shingles, laid full three lap and
double-nailed with galvanized nails. A solid pine ridge pole, of four
inches diameter, to be placed on the ridge, thus

Construct on the roof a look-out deck, as indicated on the plans,
with a hatchway two feet wide and four feet long, covered in the best
manner with zinc; and use painted zone flashing all round the platform
and hatchway, in the best possible manner and to the entire satisfaction
of the Superintendent.

A flagstaff of hard pine is to be furnished and placed as indicated
on the plans, securely footed on the loft floor, and fastened to the floor
of the look-out deck in a thorough manner.

Galvanized-iron chimney caps will be furnished by the Department to
the contractor, and by him put in place between second and third
rafters, from rear end. He will be required to make a thoroughly
weather-tight fit.

Frames for windows and doors.

All the frames are to be formed by planting on the outer boards
1%-inch pine casings, as indicated on the plans and shown in detail. The
sills are to be of oak, placed to pitch two inches, and joined into the
studs each end, and plowed 5/8 inch deep to receive the outer
weather-boards. The frames inside to be trimmed with a beaded apron in
a neat manner.
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Doors.

All the doors opening to the outside of the building are to be made
of two thicknesses 4%-inch pine, tongued and grooved boards, one inch
thick, and beaded on the edge. The boards are to be cross-laid, as
shown on the plans, and thoroughly clinch-nailed. All the inside doors
are to be made of one thickness, of the same boards, planed both sides,
and battened with a fine batten ten inches wide, and well clinch-nailed.
The front double doors to be made to slide and hung on schive, if so
ordered.

Sash.

All the sash are to be made of pine, 1% inches thick, and glazed
with the best American glass, well bedded, bradded, and puttied. The
size and style shall be strictly as shown on the plans, and the sash
secured in their places with brass sash catches.

Shutters.

Battened shutters for all the windows to be furnished and hung on
the outside, with planished strap-hinges one-eighth inch thick and
eighteen inches long, and secured to shut with a galvanized iron bar,
held one end with staple and the other by bolt passing through the jamb
and secured on the inside.

Scroll Work.

All the scroll and ornamental work of the outside of the building
shall be made of clear pine, in strict accordance with the plans and
details, and is to be placed on the building in the best possible manner.
All joints are to be put together with white lead. On the outside
weather-boarding, corner boards, water table, belt courses, and cross
braces to be placed as indicated on the plans. All to be well and
securely nailed through, and clinch nails used where necessary.
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Cornices.

The cornices all around the building to be constructed of good
merchantable pine, strictly as shown in detail, and likewise the lookout
platform on the roof.

Foundation.

Piers to be constructed not less than two feet square, of good
durable stone, laid up in clean, sharp sand and hydraulic cement mortar,
to rest the sills and summer upon. These piers are to be not more than
five feet from centres, and started three feet below the surface of the
ground (as it is to be graded) on a hard bottom, and to be topped out
on a level line, so that the shortest pier will be one foot above ground on
all sloping sites, and one foot and six inches above ground on all level
sites. Each corner and centre pier (six in all) is to have a 5/8 anchor
rod, not less than three feet long, built in the wall to bolt the sills to; a
large washer to be on the bottom and a nut and washer on the top. Or
on sand beaches, where the Superintendent so directs, the foundation
shall be as follows: The sills and summer are to rest on red-cedar posts
not less than six inches diameter, stripped of the bark and placed in the
ground four feet. They are not to be more than five feet from centres,
cut square and level one and a half feet above the surface of the ground.
The posts are to be flatted on the outside, and boarded with pine boards
placed horizontally. The sills are to be securely spiked, or otherwise
fastened to every foundation post in a manner satisfactory to the
Superintendent.

Floors.

The floor of the first story is to be of two thicknesses tongued and
grooved narrow yellow-pine boards, one inch thick, well and thoroughly
nailed to every beam with lap joints. The floor of the loft is to be
narrow pine, double-face tongued and grooved; flooring boards, beaded
on the under side, and well double-nailed. The lookout platform to be
floored same as described f